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CHAMPIONSHIP BULLETIN No 3 - MARCH 2009 
 
Congratulations to all the various Silverstone Tyres BTRDA Rally Series  winners on the Malcolm  
Wilson Rally  - and commiserations to those of you who, for whatever reason, were not classified as 
finishers. It didn’t snow (although there was some white stuff in a few places) but the torrential rain in 
the latter part of the day certainly provided challenging conditions. Well, the lakes in the district do 
have to fill up somehow!…   
 

The winners of the BTRDA goblets, and recipients of maximum points in their respective 
Championships, were Will Nicholls / Nick Broom  (Gold Star), Mick Jones / Dale Furniss  (Silver 
Star) & Graham Middleton / Ella Flynn  (Millers Oils 1400). Callum Black  scored maximum points in 
the MG ZR Challenge and is now tied on points with Simon Taft . 
   
In contrast, some of the leading drivers after the Wyedean had far from successful days. Andy 
Burton suffered engine problems on the opening stage, while Malcolm Hague  was in contention in 
the Millers Oils 1400s until damaged steering put him into a ditch on SS4. Most unfortunate, though, 
were last year’s Gold Star Champions Hugh Hunter / Andy Marchbank  who were leading the event 
overall until the final stage when they put their Ford Focus off the road and took a maximum. 
 

MSA English Rally Championship 
Mick Jones / Dale Furniss  (Class E3) are the early leaders of the MSA English Rally Championship 
after scoring maximum points on each of the first two rounds. A blend of experience and youth seems 
to be the initial formula for success as ‘Mad’ Mick Jones and 21-years old Dale Furniss are followed 
by former BTRDA Gold & Silver Star Champion Graham Middleton  who is accompanied by 18-years 
old co-driver Ella Flynn  (Class E1).  
 

There will, no doubt, be many twists and turns in the fortunes of all the ‘pretenders’ to the crowns 
before the Championships are settled at the end of the season.   
 
CHAMPIONSHIP EVENTS 
The next round of the BTRDA Rally Series is the BETTA Somerset Stages Rally  on Saturday 25th 
April where we are promised a warm, dry and sunny spring day!  The event has an on-line entry 
system and many Series competitors have already entered, with the organisers receiving 90+ entries 
received to date. BETTA get a move on! The new event website is www.somersetstagesrally.com
  
Entries Secretary:  Katie House Tel: 0870 744 9160 / entries@somersetstagesrally.com   
 

The Somerset Stages Rally again includes two consecutive runs up the exciting Porlock Toll Road 
with service before and after the stages. Competitors in the Millers Oils BTRDA 1400 Championship 
and BTRDA Rally First should note that there are no specific tyre requirements on asphalt stages 
such as Porlock, and that tyres used on asphalt stages are not included in the 6 tyre limit for BTRDA 
Rally First cars.  
 

The Plains Rally, supported by Lico UK and SJR, has moved back to its more traditional May date 
(Saturday 16th May) and regulations for that event are now also available online or via a CD rom. 
Links to all the series event websites are available via www.btrdarally.com  
 
MILLERS OILS – SPONSORS OF THE BTRDA 1400 CHAMPIONS HIP 

We are pleased to welcome Millers Oils as new sponsors of the BTRDA 
1400 Championship for 2009. Millers Oils are no strangers to 
involvement in rallying having supported a number of other 
Championships as well as providing support for competitors in a number 
of innotative ways.  

 
Millers Oils produce a wide range of specialist Motorsport lubricants which have been developed in 
close partnership with leading Motorsport teams, resulting in world class products providing incredible 
engine performance and protection.  More information on their extensive product range can be found 
at www.millersoils.net .  
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All drivers who have registered for the Millers Oils BTRDA 1400 Championship will have received a 
£50 voucher when they sign on for their first event. This voucher can immediately be exchanged for 
either 5 litres of Synthetic Competition Engine Oil, 5 litres of Synthetic Competition Transmission Oil 
or a box of 10 CVL bottles. Further Millers Oils product vouchers will be distributed to these 1400 
Championship drivers during the year. 
 
Millers Oils products however are not just for the 1400 competitors and on event support man Simon 
Morton will be there for every competitor needing Millers Oils products and product advice. Simon is 
also a registered Championship competitor this year, competing in his Subaru Impreza, so he knows 
all about getting the best out of performance cars and is well worth speaking to for his years of 
experience in the lubricant business. Simon can be contacted on:  
Tel: 01925 752819(w), 07711 483828(m), Email: moilsltd@aol.com .  
 
SILVERSTONE COMPETITION TYRES – Supporting the BTRD A Rally Series  
Service and Sport Ltd  are the suppliers of Silverstone Competition Tyres  in the UK and provide a 
comprehensive tyre service to competitors at all the BTRDA Rally Series events. They stock a wide 

range of Silverstone Competition Tyres at very competitive prices 
which can be supplied either via their on-event supply and fitting 
service or through a next-day delivery service.   
For information and advice about Silverstone Competition Tyres 
contact – Jerry, Nadine or James. Tel: 01704 898940.  Website:  

www.serviceandsport.com    Email: info@serviceandsport.com    
 

The Silverstone Competition Tyres  truck will provide a complete tyre service to competitors at all 
the Series events.    On event - Tel: 07789 392080 or 07789 392236.  
NB: Although they carry a wide range of competition tyres for each event, competitors are strongly 
recommended to pre-book their requirements.   
 
HOLFELD PUMPS TEAM CHALLENGE 
This is FREE to enter  and carries a prize fund of £1,500.  All drivers are encouraged to join in a 
three-car team.  Register at the BTRDA desk or by e-mail to 
howard@btrdarally.com        
The rules are simple:-  
Teams consist of 3 drivers. Drivers cannot be in more than one team. 
Teams must include one driver from the Millers Oils 1400 Championship and only one 4WD car.      
 

A full list of the 15 teams is now available on the Championship website (see News)  
The leading three teams are:- 
The Bulls  Nigel Griffiths / Jon Ballinger / Gary S cott  58 
Fine Wine !   Charlie Payne / Mick Jones / Ian Sutt on    51 
D.A.D.   David Wright / Alan McDowell / Darren Pinc hin  51 
 
MINTEX / QUESTMEAD  BONUS SCHEME 
The winners of the Mintex Awards on the Malcolm Wilson Rally, each of whom receive a 

voucher for a set of FREE competition brake pads from Questmead 
Ltd were:- 
‘Best Improvement on Start Number’ in GS / SS Championships: 
 Steve Finch 

‘Best Improvement on Start Number’ in Millers 1400 Championship: Simon Taft  
MINTEX are represented on all events by Alan Brown of Questmead, who will be happy to supply any 
advice or product information you require.  Contact Alan at Questmead on Tel: 01706 860088. 
 
HOLFELD PUMPS - Rally First  Finishers’ Awards 
To encourage crews to participate on Rally First events and to reward those that finish, Holfeld 

Pumps have agreed to provide a £20 finishers’ award to every Rally First 
driver. These awards will be paid in cash at the start of the next Rally First 
event that the driver enters in 2009. In this way it is possible that a 
consistent Rally First driver could earn up to £120 in finishers’ awards 
during the season.       

The very challenging Wyedean still saw a 100% finishing record for the 18 BTRDA Rally First crews - 
so there will be £20 waiting for each of you at the BTRDA desk on the Somerset Stages.    
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CHAMPIONSHIP DECALS    
Sponsors decals are an important part of any Championship in order to ensure the sponsors get 
maximum exposure for the financial support they give to the Championship. Having read the prizes 
on offer mentioned above it is a clear indication of just part of what they put into your Championship.  
Its important therefore that the decals are properly carried on cars and we checks will be carried out 
on events to ensure things are correct. Below is a simple guide to applying the decals.  
 
Gold Star, Silver Star and 1400 Championships = A +  B with C optional  
MSA English, BTRDA Rally First, MG ZR Rally Challen ge = A + C with B optional   
 

A    Sponsors’ panel on the front leading edge of the door (or on the panel just ahead of the door). 
B  The BTRDA / Silverstone Championship Screenstrip to be located across the top of the front 
screen. The white surround can be trimmed to suit the width / depth of your screen. As an alternative, 
if you already have a non-conflicting screenstrip (ie: not a tyre company), the Championship 
Screenstrip must be fitted to the front leading edge of the bonnet.        
C   Championship door squares.    
 

REFUEL ZONES   
Garwood Motorsport Services  will be supplying an on-event pumped re-fuel service for both MSA 
and FIA-approved (Sunoco) fuels on all future BTRDA Rally Series events in 2009.    
The use of an on-event Refuelling Rig improves safety for competitors and their support teams by 
removing the need for fuel to be carried around in cans etc. Fuels can be ordered in advance, 
removing the requirement to source your own. Call Kevin Garwood on 01242 620122.     
The BTRDA supports the use of refuel zones and encourages all competitors to make use of this 
service. If you have any doubts about the benefits of a refuel zone, just talk to any competitor who 
already uses them. 
 
LICO RALLY SCHOLARSHIP 
Lico UK has a new rally scholarship aimed at benefitting grass-roots rallying and assisting junior rally 
drivers. This arrangement will see all BTRDA-registered competitors receive a 10% discount on all 
Lico products bought from the official outlet. With products covering everything from helmets and race 
suits right through to seats and harnesses, this discount is aimed at helping the budget-minded 
competitor.   
View the Lico UK catalogue at www.lico-uk.com  / sales@lico-uk.co.uk   / Tel:01938 500760.  
Please quote your BTRDA Series registration number to obtain your discount.      
 

Over and above this incentive, a further 10% from all purchases by BTRDA competitors will be 
transferred to a junior rally scholarship fund. The recipient of the BTRDA fund will be the leading 
driver under 25 years in either the Millers Oils BTRDA 1400 Championship or the BTRDA Rally First 
Challenge.  
 
CHAMPIONSHIP INFORMATION  
Championship Signing-On 
For those of you new to this - and for those of you who aren’t, but still don’t know what you should be 
doing – please note that you must visit the BTRDA Signing-On desk prior to each event to declare 
your eligibility for points. This is separate from signing-on for the event itself. The BTRDA desk will be 
located at signing-on throughout. Knowing how health conscious you all are we had considered doing 
away with the biscuits rations available at signing on, but decided against it on the very solid and 
fattening grounds that the coordinators would have nothing to eat. 
 

The Championship websites www.btrdarally.com  and www.englishrally.co.uk  will contain all the 
official Championship bulletins, news, links to all the events and the latest Championship positions / 
points. It is also the location for LIVE EVENT RESULTS during events so that your friends and family 
can keep an eye on your performance.  
 

Many competitors will have met our Competitor Liaison Officer Graham Hopewell  on the Wyedean. 
Graham is a member of the BTRDA Rally Committee and an experienced stage rally competitor. He 
will be at several events during the year specifically to talk to competitors and to seek your views on 
the BTRDA Rally Championships.   
 
Championship Membership Cards 
Very unfortunately our Membership Secretary Peter Cox has managed to throw himself down a flight 
of stairs resulting in a period of confinement in hospital. Thankfully he is on the mend but it has meant 
that he has not been able to process recent membership applications. So if you are waiting for a 
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membership card they will be with you as soon as possible. The coordinators will still be able to 
record your membership at any future championship events.   
 
SMS Results Service 
You can receive results direct to a mobile phone in real time providing an update of either the overall 
results, the results for a particular class or a specified category (e.g. Silver Star or 1400 category). A 
text message will be sent as soon as possible with the results for the leading 7 or 8 competitors after 
each stage. This service will be of interest to competitors, spectators, management cars, service 
crews and relatives wanting to keep up to date with your progress.  Go to 
www.tynecomp.co.uk /SMS Rally Results where you can pre-order and pay by card or pay pal.  
Alternatively you can order / pay at the BTRDA desk.   
 
Tynemouth Computer Services also provide you with emailed sets of results after every event as part 
of your BTRDA package. If you are not receiving these please let us know.  

The latest Championship points after the Malcolm Wilson Rally can be viewed on the BTRDA Rally 
Series website www.btrdarally.com  and www.englishrally.co.uk  Any queries should be addressed 
to the BTRDA Co-ordinators within seven days of this bulletin date. 

 
Series Co-ordinators:  
Silverstone Tyres BTRDA Rally Series  
Steve Gregg - E-mail: steve@btrdarally.com  / Tel: 01746 765368   
 
MSA English Championship & BTRDA Rally First 
Howard Wilcock - E-mail: howard@btrdarally.com  / Tel: 0115 966 5176 
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