
  

 

 

     
 

 

 

CHAMPIONSHIP NEWSLETTER No.3 – 2016 
 

MALCOLM WILSON RALLY 
 

RAVENOL BTRDA GOLD STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP 

 

CHARLIE GETS IT (W)RIGHT!... 
 

Having been on the receiving end of a slice of cruel luck 

on the opening round of the RAVENOL BTRDA Gold Star® 

Rally Championship, the tables were turned for Charlie 

Payne/Carl Williamson on Round 2, the Malcolm Wilson 

‘all , he  the  e efitted f o  so eo e else s 
misfortune to arrive back at the finish to be declared the 

winners! With just the final stage in the Lake District to 

go, their Fiesta was 13seconds adrift of David 

W ight/Ste e Pugh s Fo us, ut the  a oke  d i eshaft 
on the second run through Greystoke was to deny them 

the victory that had seemed to be theirs for the taking. 

The Focus limped out of the stage having dropped 

36seconds to Payne which, at a stroke, altered the 

leade oa d i  the Yo kshi e d i e s fa ou . Ne t o e to 
sa  ell, that s all i g!  goes ho e ith a la k e e!... 

 
Charlie Payne/Carl Williamson – Ford Fiesta - 1

st
 overall 

 

An early start was required, especially for the front-

runners, but eight mouth-watering stages in some of the 

classic forests in north-west England awaited competitors 

and it was Connor McCloskey/Damien Duffin who took 

first blood in their MINI Cooper WRC, stopping the clocks 

one second quicker than Payne/Williamson. However, 

that was as good as it got for the Irishmen who had 

disappeared by the end of SS2. TV coverage shows the 

unlucky incident. Wright/Pugh set FTD in Wythop to not 

only overhaul Payne but, at the same time, also move 

into the lead of the event overall. Quickest times on both  

SS3 and 4 saw that lead increase to 8seconds, only for it 

to evaporate on the next one to put the two drivers dead 

level on time. The Fiesta was suffering from a lack of 

brakes on SS6, ten miles in Grizedale South, and by the 

end of it Wright was back in front to the tune of 14s. 

Having sorted his brakes out, Payne was able to press on 

through the penultimate stage, Thornsgill 2, but only 

managed to narrow the gap by a solitary second. And so 

to Greystoke and, to quote the famous line from Jaws, 

just he  ou thought it as safe !.... 

 
David Wright/Steve Pugh – Ford  Focus WRC – 2

nd
 overall 

 

Wayne Sisson (Lancer EVO10) had been holding a 

consistent 3
rd

 behind the duelling pair at the front - at  

least he had since Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson had 

departed the fray when their Fiesta R5+ threw a wobbly. 

It did t e a tl  spit its du  out, ut a aged to d ai  
itself of coolant such that further participation in the 

event was rendered impossible. 

Paul Benn, who can probably walk to the start of the rally 

from his home in Cockermouth, and  Richard Cooke and 

Peter Stephenson were 4
th

 and  5
th

 in their respective 

Focuses, with Steve Simpson/Patrick Walsh completing 

the first half of a successful weekend (they travelled 

down to Llandovery to contest the Tour of Epynt the 

following day and came away as winners!) with 8
th

 place 

in their Fiesta S2000. Missing from the finish line-up, in 

addition to McCloskey and  Petch, were series leaders 

prior to the start, Luke Francis/John H Roberts. Their 

Lancer EVO9 was up to 3
rd

 after SS2, only for its engine to 

lunch itself shortly afterwards. Also unlucky were Dylan 

Davies/Llion Williams (Subaru Impreza) who were running  



  

 

 

     
 

 

 

up in the top 10, but went OTL at the end of the final 

stage.  So, with a second and a first to their credit, Payne 

and  Williamson lead their respective categories at the 

one-quarter stage, with the trip to Minehead in a o th s 

ti e o  uppe ost i  e e o e s i d.  
 

BTRDA PRODUCTION CUP and FIESTA ST TROPHY 

 

PRODUCTION (OF POINTS) HAS COMMENCED!...  
 

The Top Three finishers in the BTRDA Production Cup on 

the Malcolm Wilson Rally all recorded DNFs on the 

opening round - hence, the sense of relief as they arrived 

at the Penrith Auction was palpable! Nevertheless, they 

all had stories to tell.... 

In spite of a problem on the final stage, Russ Thompson/ 

Andy Murphy were 6
th

 overall in their Lancer EVO9 and, 

although there were three places between them and the 

similar car of Aaron McClure/Alex Kihurani, the actual 

margin was only seven seconds! Following his inversion 

on the Cambrian Rally, Grange-over-Sands resident 

M Clu e as just pleased to ake the sta t of his ho e  
event. He had been running as high as 7

th
 for a couple of 

stages and, although eventually coming home in 9
th

 place, 

his points tally was not affected. 

 
Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy - Lancer EVO9 – 1

st
 Production Cup 

 

Andy Davies/Max Freeman were another to record a Top 

Ten finish in their Impreza but, by finishing their second 

event of the season, the main beneficiaries in Production 

Cup terms were Sam Bilham/Richard Crozier in their 

Fiesta ST. The pai  lead the ta le, ut the  o t eed 
reminding that there is a long way to go yet! 

Seven Fiesta STs took the start of the Malcolm Wilson 

Rally and, from them, Cameron Davies/Lee Taylor finished 

in a class-winning position and just half-a-minute off a  

place in the Top 20. George Lepley/Arwel Jenkins were 

next up, with Tim Kirvan-Rodgers/Abi Haycock 3
rd

. On the 

other side of the coin, ST Trophy leaders prior to the start, 

Owain Rowlands/Emyr Hall rolled in Grizedale but kept 

going only to have a ball joint snap on the last stage.  

 

RAVENOL BTRDA SILVER STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP 

 

THE KIWI IS FLYING ONCE AGAIN!.... 
 

The enforced delay to the sta t of Bo d Ke sha s 
defence of his BTRDA Silver Star® Rally Championship 

o  does t appea  to ha e affe ted hi  i  a  a .  

 
Boyd Kershaw/Bryan Hull – Ford Escort MkII – 1

st
 Silver Star Championship 

 

With Bryan Hull once again strapped into the co-d i e s 
seat of his Escort MkII, Boyd set about the task in hand. It 

ould appea  to e usi ess as usual  as his effo ts 
earned him a class win and a maximum Silver Star score 

ut, at the sa e ti e, he ould t shake off the 
attentions of either Gavin Edwards/Caron Tomlinson or 

Phil Burton/Mal Capstick who, thanks to their finishes on 

the Cambrian as well, occupy the top two spots in the 

table. So, there is much work to be done but, whatever 

the out o e, ou ould t et agai st a MkII Es o t 
taking the title again this year! 

In terms of Silver Star titles, the owner of the T-shirt 

e lazo ed ith ee  the e, do e that th ee ea s 
u i g! , Matthe  ‘o i so  a d o-driver Sam Collis 

were next in the points on the Malcolm Wilson Rally in 

their Fiat 131. They finished just inside the Top Twenty, 

while the next 2WD car in the results was the Fiesta of 

Cameron Davies (see Fiesta ST trophy report). Of those 

who went home pointless, Steve and Callum Black 

recorded their second consecutive DNF in the series when 

their Citroen DS3 rolled out of the rally on SS4.  



  

 

 

     
 

 

 

THOMAS PANELS BTRDA 1400® CHAMPIONSHIP  

 

HONING THEIR SKILLS!... 
 

Whilst the two highest-seeded BTRDA 1400 Championship 

cars in the Malcolm Wilson entry list both failed to finish - 

Dave Brick and Keato  Willia s  No a suffe ed gea o  
failure on SS5 while the Talbot Sunbeam of Chris 

Powell/Jim Lewis also had gearbox problems on the very 

first stage - it was left to Ulstermen Jordan & Paul Hone 

(Proton Satria) to clean up on this occasion.  

 
Jordan & Paul Hone - Proton Satria - 1

st
 1400 Championship 

 

However, just three seconds and one place behind them 

was the Nissan Micra of Matthew Jackson/Claire Williams 

and it is these two crews who dominate the points tables 

at this stage. 

Having missed the opening round of the season, the 

multi-award winning brother-and-sister from 2015, Keith 

and Mairi Riddick, returned in their MG ZR to take 3
rd

 

place in the Championship. Meanwhile, 3
rd

 place in the 

table after two events is the Micra of Carl Davies/Richard 

Jones who had a steady run through the Cumbrian forests 

to record another finish. Not so lucky on this occasion, 

however, were Steve Green/James Aldridge whose Micra 

broke a driveshaft on the opening stage of the day and 

Scott and David Sloan (Corsa) who were also on their way 

back to Dumfries somewhat earlier than they had 

planned!  

 

VITAL EQUIPMENT RALLY FIRST® CHAMPIONSHIP 

 

DOMINIC HAS THE VITAL EQUIPMENT!.... 
 

i.e. a elia le a  that s d i e  ui ke  tha  its i als.... 
Dominic Hodge/Stefan Arndt arrived at M-Spo t s  

p e ises i  Do e  as joi t leade s of the BT‘DA s ‘all  
First Championship but, by the time they headed back 

south on the M6, they had secured top spot all for 

themselves, plus an event trophy for a class win! 

 
Dominic Hodge/Stefan Arndt – Nissan Micra – 1sr Rally First 

 

Richard Wells/Calvin Houldsworth (VW Polo) were 

runners-up, having just managed to hold off the Peugeot 

205 of Emily and Eliot ‘etalli k, ith ‘i ha d Ge ell s 
MG ZR next. Following their second consecutive finish, 

David Perkins/Heather Merrison (Micra) are 

Hodge/A dt s ea est i als fo  the se ies lead a d all 
eyes will now focus on Minehead for the next opportunity 

to alter the look of the leader board. 

 

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS  

A full list of the Ravenol BTRDA Rally Series points after 

the Malcolm Wilson Rally can be found in the Competitor 

section of www.btrdarally.com . These points will become 

final on 28
th

 March.  

 

 

 
 

 
 

A CLASS-BASED SOCIETY!... 
 

The MAXXIS MSA English Rally Championship, which runs 

alongside the RAVENOL BTRDA Rally Series on many 

events, is exclusively for 2-wheel drive cars up to 2 litres 

and is an ideal National Rally Championship for crews on 

a limited budget.  The Malcolm Wilson Rally was the first 

round of the Championship and there were 50 registered 

crews on the entry list.  

In the hotly contested E5 Class Gavin Edwards / Caron 

Tomlinson (Escort Mk2) took an early lead and it was not  

http://www.btrdarally.com/


  

 

 

     
 

 

 

until the challenging Grizedale stages that Boyd Kershaw / 

Bryan Hull managed to gain the upper hand, finally 

winning the class by 17 seconds.  It was even closer in 

Class E2 where Jordan and Paul Hone (Proton Satria) won 

by just 3 seconds from Matthew Jackson / Claire Williams 

(Micra).  James Hutchins/ James Hood (Vauxhall Nova) 

took maximum points in Class E3, also by 3 seconds, from 

Tim and Kit Leigh (Fiesta R200), whilst Dominic Hodge / 

Stefan Arndt (Micra) were first in Class E1 for standard 

cars up to 1400cc.        

However, the closest battle came in Class E4 where there 

were seven identical Fiesta STs in competition and this 

was eventually won by Cameron Davies / Lee Taylor.      

Cameron Davies/Lee Taylor- Fiesta ST – 1
st
 class E4- joint leader English 

 

Every year after the first round of the English Rally 

Championship there is always a tie for first place in the 

poi ts ta le. It s o l  as the seaso  p og esses that those 
who can repeat their early successes force their way to 

the front.  So, after the initial skirmish on the Malcolm 

Wilson Rally, we find Boyd Kershaw, Cameron Davies, 

James Hutchings and Jordan Hone sharing the limelight 

while, similarly, Dominic Hodge, Matthew Jackson, Gavin 

Edwards and George Lepley are just 2 points behind in 

equal 5
th

.  In the Junior Drivers section, it is Cameron 

Davies who takes the initial lead ahead of Freddy Brick, 

George Lepley and Jordan Hone.  A full list of all the 

MAXXIS MSA English Rally Championship points can be 

found in the Competitors section of the Championship 

website at www.englishrally.co.uk. These points will 

become final on 28
th

 March.   

 

MINTEX / QUESTMEAD BONUS SCHEME 

The winners of the Mintex Awards on the Malcolm Wilson 

Rally, each of whom receive a set of FREE competition 

brake pads from Questmead Ltd, were: - 

Best Improvement on Start Number in Gold Star /Silver 

Star:  Robert Vardy – Ford Fiesta R2 (B10) again! 

Best Improvement on Start Number in 1400/Rally First:  

Emily Retallick – Peugeot 205 (RF1.4)    

Steve Brown or Alan Brown from Questmead can be 

found in the Service Area at most events. To claim your 

reward, we advise that you contact them in advance to 

arrange the required product. They can be contacted on 

01706 363939. 

 

HYUNDAI GENPOWER Awards 2016 

Hyundai Genpower are offering £300 worth of vouchers 

for Hyundai generators or pressure washers on each 

event.  At the Malcolm Wilson Rally it was for competitors 

in Silver Star and the winners are:-  Boyd Kershaw £150,  

Gavin Edwards £100 and Phil Burton £50.  On the 

Somerset Stages it will be the turn of competitors in the 

Thomas Panels 1400 Championship. 

 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 

Somerset Stages - 16
th

 April 

The Somerset Stages is a round of the RAVENOL BTRDA 

Rally Series, the MAXXIS MSA English Rally Championship 

and the first round of the mixed surface BTRDA Rally 

Challenge.  The entry list is filling rapidly with only a few 

places left, so please do not delay.  The event continues 

to be based at Minehead with the Start and Finish of the 

event as well as the Service Area along the Promenade.  

There will be the customary two stages up the Porlock 

Toll Road followed by forest roads in the Brendon Hills.   

 

Plains Rally – 14
th

 May  

Entries will open in a few days for Plains Rally, Round 4 of 

the RAVENOL BTRDA Rally Series, which is once again 

based at Welshpool and includes some of the best forest 

stages including Dyfi and Gartheiniog.   

www.plainsrally.co.uk   
 

Nicky Grist Rally - 9
th

 July 

Organisers are warning us that accommodation in the 

Builth Wells area is running out fast for the weekend of 

the event.  Go to www.tourism.powys.gov.uk for help. 

 

REMINDER 

Any FIA homologated cars (Classes N3 and NR4) must 

have an original set (not a copy) of the relevant 

homologation forms in the car at all times. By not carrying 

them you risk not scoring any championship points. 

http://www.englishrally.co.uk/
http://www.plainsrally.co.uk/
http://www.tourism.powys.gov.uk/


  

 

 

     
 

 

ON EVENT FUEL:   

Vital Equipment are the official fuel supplier to the 

Championship and will be at all the events. They provide 

an on-event supply of consistent quality MSA compliant 

Super Unleaded fuel and an FIA spec Carless turbo fuel. 

They also ensure that fuel is dispensed to competitors 

under strictly controlled and safe conditions. We strongly 

emphasise the convenience, safety and organisational 

benefits that using the  Vital Equipment on-event fuel 

facility brings to competitors. 

To order your fuel please use the on-line order facility 

listed in the Competitors section of the BTRDA Rally 

Series website.   NB: The deadline for fuel orders is 7 days 

before the event.  

MOTORS TV-Freeview Channel 240 or Sky 447/Virgin 545 

The TV programmes of the RAVENOL BTRDA Rally Series 

will be first broadcast on Motors TV on the Friday evening 

after the event and will then be repeated on several 

occasions on the following days. There will be additional 

items from the RAVENOL BTRDA Rally Series included in 

the fortnightly Special Stage Extra programmes.   Soon 

after they have been broadcast on Motors TV they will be 

available to view via www.btrdarally.com     

Special Stage who produce the programmes still want you 

to submit any event information via their Driver 

Information page but with very little time to edit and 

compile the programme you need to send them the info 

within 48 hours.      

 

EVENTS AND CONTACTS 

 

16th April SOMERSET STAGES  RALLY Kieran Milton 

entries@somersetstagesrally.com Tel: 01643 333643 

14th May PLAINS RALLY Chris Kettle 

entries@plainsrally.co.uk , Tel: 01606 44007 

11th June CARLISLE STAGES RALLY Kate Hinchliffe 

entries.carlislestages@gmail.com Tel: 01484 318689 

7th July NICKY GRIST STAGES RALLY Neil Cross 

entries@nickygriststages.co.uk , Tel: 07767 770862 

*7
th

 August TYNESIDE STAGES Maurice Mabon 

maurice@mabonm.freeserve.co.uk 

3rd  September WOODPECKER STAGES Roger Allan 

 entries@woodpecker-rally.co.uk , Tel: 01905 424987 

1
st

 October TRACKROD FOREST STAGES Nicola Sanderson 

trackrod.rally@gmail.com , Tel: 01937 583615 

*6th November MEM MALTON FOREST RALLY  

http://www.maltonmc.co.uk/maltonforestrally.html 

* ADDITIONAL MAXXIS MSA ENGLISH CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND 

 

CHAMPIONSHIP COORDINATORS TEAM 

Howard Wilcock: 

howard@btrdarally.com 

Tel: 0115 966 5176 

 Mobile: 07769 676533 

Norman Robertson: 

norman@btrdarally.com 

Tel: 0161 748 5399 

Mobile: 07762 557285 

Gill Cotton: 

gill@btrdarally.com 

Tel: 01305 813394 

Mobile: 07980 810730 

 

CHAMPIONSHIP ELIGIBILITY SCRUTINEERS 

John Cooper: 

Email: jccmstech@gmail.com 

Tel: 01208 863406  

Mobile: 07702 240970 

Dave Newton: 

Email: daveynewton@msn.com 

Tel: 01633 672494  

Mobile: 07814 595132 

Geoff Doe: 

 Email: geoff@doemotorsport.com 

Tel: 01270 780356 

Mobile: 07808 129663 

 

The photographs in our Newsletters and on our websites are courtesy of Ralliphotos Wales. Contact - alliphotoswales@yahoo.co.uk 

http://www.btrdarally.com/
http://www.maltonmc.co.uk/maltonforestrally.html

