
Official Statement from the organisers of the BTRDA Rally Series. 
 
Sunday, 08 May 2016 
 
As organisers of one of the leading national rally championships within the UK – we are 
greatly concerned at the lack of agreement between the MSA and Natural Resources Wales 
over the proposed future use of forest roads for rally use in Wales.  The existing deal expires 
on 31st May  2016. 
 
For over 50 years, the BTRDA rally championships have enjoyed bringing thousands of 
competitors to rallies organised within Wales. The opportunity for competitors from all parts 
of the UK and Ireland to compete on world class gravel roads has always been a 
cornerstone of our championship appeal. 
 
Next week, 150 competing crews will descend on Welshpool for the Plains Rally, the fourth 
round of our highly competitive series. These 300 people will bring with them at least another 
300 support team members all of whom will be staying in the locality. In addition to the 
above, hundreds of volunteers who enable the rally to run and a similar number of 
spectators will also be coming to the event.  The positive impact on tourism for the area is 
very clear to see. 
 
With Natural Resources Wales currently seeking to raise the cost of using gravel roads to a 
level that would be unsustainable, the reality is that this time next year there may be no 
forest rallying in Wales. The entry fees alone would make events totally unviable to 
competitors. 
 
We, as championship organisers are greatly concerned at the potential for forest rallying in 
Wales to be eradicated if an agreement cannot be made soon.  The threat to Welsh events 
is very real – but the threat to the wider rural economy in Wales is far higher. 
 
Rallying brings £15 million pounds of income into Wales each year.  The tourism industry 
would be severely hit if rallying can no longer take place due to such high cost increases, as 
would local and regional businesses that support the events and prepare many of the cars 
competing. 
 
To put the current situation into context, Natural Resources Wales are proposing to nearly 
double the fees levied for using the forest roads.  By contrast, the Forestry Commissions of 
Scotland England have just renegotiated their fees with the MSA for rallying use – and the 
increase is just 0.7%. 
 
Clearly, there is an unacceptable discord between the cost of maintaining gravel roads in 
Wales as compared to counterparts in England and Scotland.  The reason why is unclear, 
but the BTRDA Rally Series sincerely hopes that an agreement can be made in the future 
weeks. 
 
Until that point in time, we urge competitors, spectators, volunteers and all those who enjoy 
rallying in Wales to back the #Rally4Wales campaign and show their support.  Raise your 
concerns with Welsh MP’s, Assembly Members and Ministers – and let people know why 
rallying is such a positive inclusion in the fabric of rural Welsh society. 
 
With strong entry levels being reported across rallies in Wales in 2016 and the flagship 
Wales Rally GB FIA World Rally Championship round being a major tourism draw – Wales 
cannot afford to turn its back on the sport. 
 
Please support the efforts to save Welsh forest rallying. The #Rally4Wales campaign has 
our unanimous support.  Show your support at 
https://www.facebook.com/rallyingmeansbusiness/ 



 
Thank you. 
The Organisers of the BTRDA Rally Series 2016. 


