
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     
 

 

CHAMPIONSHIP NEWSLETTER NO 5 - 2017 
 

PLAINS RALLY 
 

RAVENOL BTRDA GOLD STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

AS YOU WERE!... 
 

Having beaten Callum Black/Elliott Edmondson by 
11seconds to win the Somerset Stages a month ago, 
Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson repeated the exercise - 
and by exactly the same margin! - on the latest round of 
the RAVENOL BTRDA Gold Star® Rally Championship, the 
Plains Rally. The two Fiestas in question were running 
neck-and-neck throughout the day - Petch set FTD on the 
opening stage in Gartheiniog while Black did likewise on 
the next, Cwmcelli, leaving the two tied for the lead at that 
point. Even without a working handbrake, Petch went 
fastest again on SS3, Dyfi East, and maintained his 
advantage through to the finish of the event in Welshpool.  

 
Stephen Petch/ Michael Wilkinson – Fiesta R5 - 1st overall 

 

Try as he might, Black couldn’t quite match the leader’s 
pace but, having scored consistently well on all three 
rounds so far, he now leads the Gold Star table at the 
halfway stage. Nevertheless, with two maximums to their 
credit already, everybody will be keeping a wary eye out 
for Petch/Wilkinson as the season progresses! 
In a further repeat of the Somerset Stages result, Connor 
McCloskey/John Rowan took third-place points in another 
Fiesta. After a ‘steady’ morning, altering some settings, 
including the differential, at service saw the Irishmen’s 
pace increase accordingly, as shown by FTDs on three of 
the final four stages. Following a particularly barren patch, 
Luke Francis/John H Roberts at last achieved a meaningful 
result in their Lancer EVO9 - 5th overall and 1st in B13! 
Following a run on the Malcolm Wilson Rally, Rhys Yates 
supplemented his BRC campaign with another appearance 
on a BTRDA event and, having been 4th fastest overall on  

 the first run through Gartheiniog, should be well pleased 
with 6th in his Fiesta R5.  

 
Top 3 BTRDA Gold Star – Black/Edmondson,Petch/Wilkinson,McCloskey/Rowan 

 

Fresh from outright victory on the previous weekend’s 
Manx National Rally in a Fiesta, Hugh Hunter/Rob Fagg 
reverted to the former’s Focus WRC for their return to 
gravel. However, things didn’t go entirely according to 
plan and, on what turned out to be an incorrect tyre 
choice, they had a huge moment during the first loop. 
They eventually finished marginally ahead of defending 
Gold Star Champions Charlie Payne/Carl Williamson who 
were making their first appearance in this year’s series in 
a new Fiesta WRC.     
Over the second loop of stages Tom Preston/Andrew 
Roughead were setting Top Ten times in their Skoda 
Fabia R5 and, in spite of a heavy contact with a bank on 
the last one, went on to claim an eventual 9th place. Euan 
Thorburn/Paul Beaton’s attempt to add another Plains 
Rally win to their CVs came to nought when their Fiesta 
R5 lost its brakes during the morning and was 
subsequently excluded for receiving outside assistance. 

 
Callum Black – Current leader BTRDA Gold Star®  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     
 

 

  
BTRDA PRODUCTION CUP & FIESTA ST TROPHY 
 

PAT’S PACE PAYS OFF!... 
 

After a year’s sabbatical from the sport, Pat Naylor/Ian 
Lawrence have certainly settled back into the groove 
pretty quickly, taking their second consecutive maximum 
score in the BTRDA Production Cup on the Plains. In spite 
of a minor off during the morning, the pair brought their 
Lancer EVO9 back to Welshpool half-a-minute ahead of 
Andy Davies/Max Freeman’s Impreza. However, 3rd place 
on the day to maintain their 100% finishing record sees 
Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy leading the series in their 
EVO9 - just! - from Sacha Kakad/James Aldridge who were 
forced to hire an Impreza N12b for this event. 

 
Top 3 Production Cup - Davis/Freeman, Naylor/Lawrence, Thompson/Murphy 
 

Aaron McClure/Michael Gilbey managed to steady the ship 
after a DNF in Somerset, taking their EVO9 to another 
healthy points haul, even though a change of settings was 
required at service to stop the car ‘wandering’ at high 
speed. Daniel Moss/Sam Allen, in another EVO9, took their 
first finish of the season, but luck was not with the similar 
car of Richard Hill/ Steffan Evans which departed the fray 
after only one stage with a damaged intercooler.    
Sam Bilham/Cameron Fair took their third straight win in 

  
Sam Bilham/Cameron Fair – 1st Fiesta ST Trophy and current leaders 

the Fiesta ST Trophy but that, in itself, doesn’t tell the 
whole story. The car seemed to be down on power 
during the morning stages and, in spite of their best 
efforts, Bilham/Fair arrived at service languishing down in 
5th place. A blocked air intake pipe was diagnosed as the 
source of the problem and, once remedied, they set 
about recouping the lost time - and it worked! 

Jon Ambler/Arwel Jenkins finished runners-up, proving 
that their 3rd place in Somerset was no fluke, while 
‘newbies’ Martin Laverty/Phil Kenny took 3rd place on 
their debut. Richard Wells/Calvin Houldsworth and 
Alasdair Currie/Steven Brown both experienced 
driveshaft failures, ensuring that neither would feature in 
the final results and they were joined by Tom Easson who 
went OTL after putting his car off the road.      
 

RAVENOL BTRDA SILVER STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

DENNIS COULD BE A MENACE - TO THE OPPOSITION! 
 

Three rounds down and three different winners in the 
RAVENOL BTRDA Silver Star® Rally Championship but, 
although they’re not one of them (yet!), consistent 
scoring on each sees Rob Dennis/Andy Boswell leading 
the 2WD series in their Historic specification Escort. On 
the Plains Ieuan Rowlands took maximum points in the 
Drivers’ table while Guy Weaver, who was assisting Rudi 
Lancaster in his endeavours, was top Co-driver. 

 
Rob Dennis/Andy Boswell – current BTRDA Silver Star® and Historic Cup leaders 

 

Rowlands, whose Escort was a mind-boggling 10th overall, 
comfortably won the 2WD battle on the day, whilst 
Lancaster/Weaver’s Escort also scored top marks in the 
BTRDA Historic Cup in spite of a broken bonnet pin which 
caused the lid to start lifting at high speed - so, it 
happened quite a lot! John Rowlands/Glenn Latham were 
next with Dennis/Boswell, who also maintain their lead in 
the Historic Cup, close behind. 
Andy Davison/Tom Murphy (Talbot Sunbeam VXR) took 
2nd place points in B11, behind John Rowlands, to put  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     
 

 

  
them at the top of the class, while Barry Jordan/James 
Gratton-Smith’s Top 40 finish sees their Hillman Avenger 
BRM leading Class B10. 

 
Top 3 Silver Star – MK2 Escorts - Lancaster/Weaver, Ieuan & John Rowlands 

 

A non-finish for the erstwhile Silver Star leaders, Dave 
Bennett/Alistair McNeil, sees their Corsa drop out of the 
Top Three while Jody Bowcott/David Millard (Escort), 
victors on the Malcolm Wilson Rally, recorded their 
second consecutive retirement. Although one has to 
accept that Messrs Bennett and Bowcott might not be in 
full agreement, for the rest of us the whole series is 
shaping up nicely for the rest of the season!   
 

THOMAS PANELS BTRDA 1400 CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

POWELL’S POLE POSITION!... 
 

Chris Powell/Jim Lewis ran out winners of the Thomas 
Panels BTRDA 1400 Championship on the Plains, their 
Talbot Sunbeam finishing half-a-minute in front of Dave 
and Toby Brick’s Nova. Powell/Lewis thought they were 
off the pace over the early stages and were, therefore, 
surprised to learn that they were, indeed, leading the 
category. During the afternoon, they came across a flock 
of sheep in the road but, somehow, everyone escaped 
unscathed - and the mint sauce went back in the fridge!  

 
Chris Powell/Jim Lewis – Talbot Sunbeam – 1st 1400 

For the Bricks’ part, the runners-up spot came in spite of a 
lack of front brakes and a resultant spin.  
Ed Fossey/Chris Sharpe-Simkiss (Toyota Yaris) finished a 
distant third but, more importantly did enough to hold on 
to their Championship lead, albeit by a reduced margin. 
The Jersey driver and his Blackpool-based co-driver are 
the only crew to have finished all three scoring rounds so 
far. Having impressed so much on his debut 
Championship outing in Somerset, teenager Tommi 
Meadows’ progress came to an abrupt halt on the 
opening stage of the Plains when he and co-driver Ian 
Oakey were left hanging by their seatbelts after their Ford 
Ka rolled - see YouTube for details! Fortunately, the car is 
repairable and, thankfully, the crew didn’t need repairing! 
However, it may be a couple of events before we see 
them out again while the Ka is restored to the shape that 
Ford originally intended.... 
 

BTRDA RALLY FIRST CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

LANG MAKES AN IMPACT!.... 
 

Bart Lang and Sinclair Young (Nissan Micra) were 
delighted to take top honours in the BTRDA Rally First 
Championship on the Plains Rally and, apart from taking 
all the Championship and class points that go with such a 
performance, also laid claim to a Hyundai Cordless Impact 
Wrench, donated by Genpower (see below). 
 

 
Bart Lang and Sinclair Young - Nissan Micra – 1st Rally First 

 

M-Sport’s Andrew Wheatley, series winner on the 
Malcolm Wilson Rally in his Ford Puma, had to give best 
to Lang this time, but was only a matter of seconds 
behind. Somerset winners Chris Hickman/Alex Stanbury 
(MG ZR) were 3rd and it’s these three crews who 
dominate the table presently. 
Jonathan Pickering/Simon Broom (Micra) and Sam and 
Liam Johnson (Seat Arosa) finished line astern, separated  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     
 

 

  
by just five seconds, with the Johnsons arriving back in 
Welshpool on exactly the same penalties as 2016 
Champions Dominic Hodge/Stefan Arndt (Micra) who 
were making their first foray into this year’s series, 
Dominic having “unretired” himself. Having already had 
not finished on both the Malcolm Wilson and Somerset 
Rallies any thoughts David Ginn/Mark Hughes may have 
had on the subject of a points score became academic 
when their Micra’s gearbox packed up on SS3..... 
 

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS – Competitors to check!  
A full list of all the RAVENOL BTRDA Rally Series points 
after the Plains Rally can be found in the Competitor 
section of www.btrdarally.com   . These points will 
become final on Wednesday 24th May.     
The MAXXIS MSA English Rally Championship points after 
Round 1, the Somerset Stages, can be found in the 
Competitor section of  www.englishrally.co.uk    
 

 MINTEX / QUESTMEAD BONUS SCHEME 
The winners of the Mintex Awards on the Plains Rally, 
each of whom receive a FREE set of competition brake 
pads from Questmead Ltd, are: -  
Best improvement on Start No in Gold Star/Silver Star: 
Martin Laverty – Fiesta ST (N3)   
Best improvement on Start No in 1400/Rally First:  
Bart Lang – Nissan Micra (RF1.4)   
Steve or Alan Brown from Questmead can be found in the 
Service Area at most events. To claim your reward, 
please contact them in advance on 01706 363939.  
 
HYUNDAI GENPOWER AWARDS 
Starting on the Plains Rally and on each of the remaining 
BTRDA Rally Series events this year, one lucky ‘winning’ 
crew will receive a Hyundai Cordless Impact Wrench. 
As detailed above, as BTRDA Rally First Championship 
winners on the Plains, Bart Lang and Sinclair Young were 
the inaugural recipients of the prize. 

 
Bart Lang/Sinclair Young – Receive the Hyundai Genpower Award    

Looking ahead, on the Carlisle Stages (10th June), it’ll be 
the turn of the top scorers in the Thomas Panels BTRDA 
1400 Championship while, on the Nicky Grist Stages (8th 
July), the beneficiaries will be the front-running Fiesta ST 
Trophy crew. Moving on to the Woodpecker Stages (2nd 
September), the top dogs in the Silver Star® 
Championship will avail themselves of the award and, 
finally, on the Trackrod Forest Stages (30th September), 
whoever emerges from the North York Moors to take top 
BTRDA Production Cup honours will take an impact 
wrench home with them. 
The BTRDA Rally Series would like to thank Roland 
Llewellin, of Genpower, for the initiative. 
Don’t forget all BTRDA competitors will receive a 10% 
discount on products purchased through Genpower. 
www.genpower.co.uk.  
 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
DMack Carlisle Stages – Sat 10th June 
The Carlisle Stages is a round of both the RAVENOL 
BTRDA Rally Series and the MAXXIS MSA English Rally 
Championship.  The event is based at H&H Auctions in 
Carlisle close to Jct 43 of the M6, and will cover 43 stage 
miles in the Kershope and Newcastleton forests, with a 15 
mile stage as a finale.  These stages are only used on the 
Carlisle Stages and with a small proportion of double 
usage it should ensure the best possible road conditions.  
On-line entries at :  
http://racrally.org/dmack-carlisle-stages/index 
 
Nicky Grist Stages – Saturday 8th July 
Based at the Royal Welsh Showground, the Nicky Grist 
Stages is a round of both the RAVENOL BTRDA Rally Series 
and the MAXXIS MSA English Rally Championship and will 
offer 45 stage miles over some of the classic mid-wales 
forest stages.   
NG Spencer Sport Acropolis Stages – Sunday 9th July 
This is a 12 stage, 74 mile National B asphalt rally that is 
part of the MAXXIS MSA English Championship and is the 
second event in the double header.  The asphalt stages on 
Sunday will be the same as the NG 100 Nat A Rally.   
NB: You do not have to use the same car as used on the 
NG Stages.  The event has the option of a convoyed recce 
of the asphalt stages on Friday afternoon and that is open 
to MAXXIS MSA English Rally championship competitors.    
Details, regulations and entries for both events are NOW 
open and can be found at: www.nickygriststages.co.uk . 
Do not delay in submitting your entries as this will again, 
this year, be very popular.  
IMPORTANT INFORMATION:  The NG 100 2-day Nat A 
event is principally for BRC registered competitors and it  

www.btrdarally.com%20%20%20
www.englishrally.co.uk%20%20%20
http://www.genpower.co.uk/
http://racrally.org/dmack-carlisle-stages/index
www.nickygriststages.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     
 

 

  
is an amalgamation of the two Nat B events.  BTRDA 
registered competitors who enter the NG100 event will 
be eligible for BTRDA and MSA English Championship 
points for the Saturday gravel event ONLY if they DO NOT 
attend the gravel recce.    
They will be eligible for MSA English Championship points 
for the Sunday asphalt event and will be allowed to take 
part in the Sunday stages recce.  For details of recce times 
for the asphalt stages only see the Regulations on 
www.nickygriststages.co.uk  
 

ON EVENT FUEL: Vital Equipment are the recommended 
fuel supplier for the BTRDA Rally Series. They are at all the 
events and provide a MSA compliant Super Unleaded fuel 
and a FIA spec Carless turbo fuel. We strongly emphasise 
the convenience, safety and organisational benefits that 
using the Vital Equipment facility brings to competitors.  
To order your fuel please use the on-line order facility 
listed in the Competitors section of the BTRDA Rally Series 
website. www.vitalequipment.co.uk/btrda-fuel-order-
form-30-w.asp 
The deadline for fuel orders for the DMack Carlisle 
Stages is Friday 2nd June.  
 
ON EVENT PHOTOGRAPHY 
The photographs in our Newsletters and on our websites 
are courtesy of Ralliphotoswales who will be attending all 
the events.   They can be found on Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/Ralliphotowales-
365572533462789/ and also contacted at   
ralliphotoswales@yahoo.co.uk 
 

TV PROGRAMMES  
The Plains Rally programme will be first shown on the UK 
edition of  motorsport.net [Sky 447 and Virgin 545] on 
Wednesday 24th May at 14.45hrs.  The programme will 
be repeated on Thursday 25th, Friday 26th and Monday 
29th. 
In future, Special Stage will release online exclusive 
programmes for our fans on Facebook /Twitter etc, on the 
Friday evening following the events.   
The programme of the Plains Rally is therefore now 
available on-line and will be available via the Video 
section of the BTRDA Rally website from Wednesday 24th 
May onwards. 
 
DECALS  
Competitors are reminded that they must display the 
BTRDA Rally Series decals on every qualifying event to be 
eligible to score points in the RAVENOL BTRDA Rally 
Series and the MAXXIS MSA English Rally Championship.  
These include a sponsor panel on each side and a 
championship screen strip. Decals are available from the 
BTRDA desk at event signing on.  NB: Not carrying a 
screen strip will exclude the competitor from any TV 
coverage. 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA ! We are continuing to develop a new 
BTRDA Rallying Facebook page which can be found at 
https://www.facebook.com/BTRDARally/    
This is a source of news, information, images etc. relating 
to the RAVENOL BTRDA Rally Series and the MAXXIS MSA 
English Rally Championship.   

 
CHAMPIONSHIP ON-EVENT TEAM  
There have been some changes to the BTRDA team for 2017 with Gill Cotton, Tim Hobbs or Ian Arden now 
representing BTRDA at the events. They will be assisted on occasion by Norman Robertson, Steve Gregg or Howard 
Wilcock.    
    

 

Gill Cotton: 
gill@btrdarally.com 
Mobile: 07980 810730 
 

 

Tim Hobbs: 
tim@btrdarally.com 
Mobile: 07736 708657 

 

Ian Arden: 
ian@btrdarally.com 
Mobile: 07917 355169 

 

CHAMPIONSHIP ELIGIBILITY SCRUTINEERS 
 

 

John Cooper: 
Email: jccmstech@gmail.com 
Tel: 01208 863406  
Mobile: 07702 240970 

 

Dave Newton: 
Email: daveynewton@msn.com 
Tel: 01633 672494  
Mobile: 07814 595132 

 

Geoff Doe: 
 Email: geoff@doemotorsport.com 
Tel: 01270 780356 
Mobile: 07808 129663 
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