
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     
 

 

CHAMPIONSHIP NEWSLETTER NO. 7 - 2017 
 

NICKY GRIST STAGES  
 

RAVENOL BTRDA GOLD STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

PETCH PRESSES ON!... 
 

Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson (Fiesta WRC) notched 
up their third outright win of the season in the RAVENOL 
BTRDA Gold Star® Rally Championship on the Nicky Grist 
Stages and, whilst neither of them currently lead their 
respective categories in the points tables, they are now in 
the zone, such that the two remaining events in the 
calendar could prove to be very interesting!.... 

 
Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson - Fiesta WRC – 1st overall 

 

Last time out, on the Carlisle Stages, Petch/Wilkinson had 
to give best to Peter Taylor/ Andrew Roughead and so it 
was, once again, that they were quickest out of the blocks. 
Fastest times on the opening two stages were followed by 
the loss of their Fiesta’s rear wing and then a puncture 
which left them playing catch-up for the rest of the day. 
However, that’s just what they did and, by the time they 
arrived back at the Royal Welsh Showground in Builth 
Wells for the finish, they had narrowed the gap from 
19seconds at half-distance to only 8seconds. 

  
Peter Taylor/ Andrew Roughead - Fiesta WRC – 2nd overall 

  

For the past few rounds of the RAVENOL Championship 
Callum Black/Elliott Edmondson (Fiesta R5+) have been 
clinging on to Petch/Wilkinson’s shirt tails and, were it 
not for the presence of Taylor/Roughead, the same 
would have been true this time. In the event, they still 
claimed the final podium spot and Black maintains his 
position as Gold Star leader. 
Martyn and Dawn England had only just taken delivery of 
their Fiesta R5+ prior to the 2016 Nicky Grist Stages, but 
still managed a very respectable 6th overall in the car. 
Twelve months on, and fresh from an outright win at 
Caerwent the previous weekend, they took 4th place to 
add to their 5th in Somerset. Although not in line for any 
Championship honours, they can still mix it with those 
who are! Having retired from both the Malcolm Wilson 
and Somerset Stages Rallies, Peter Stephenson’s season 
got off to something of a late start. Similar to the 
Englands, whatever happens now, the Thirsk driver’s 
efforts will have no bearing on the destination of the 
Gold Star crown but 8th in mid Wales, to add to his 4th on 
the Carlisle Stages, gave him a respectable points haul for 
the second event in a row. 
1st & 2nd places in Class B13 were separated by 
1.4seconds, with Toni Carannante/Simon Coates’ Impreza 
just getting the better of the Lancer EVO6 of Simon 
Rogers/Wyn Davies. 

  
Toni Carannante/Simon Coates – Impreza – 1st Class B13 

 

Running as high as 4th overall after the first run through 
Halfway, Hugh Hunter/Rob Fagg’s Fiesta R5 developed a 
misfire on the second run through Monument, severe 
enough to cause the crew to throw in the towel. Dylan 
Davies/Llion Williams were also forced to join the list of 
retirements after their Impreza lost its power steering on 
Route 60. 
  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     
 

 

  
BTRDA PRODUCTION CUP & FIESTA ST TROPHY 
 

SACHA LEADS THE CHARGE! 
 

Once again, the Nicky Grist Stages witnessed an extremely 
close battle amongst the leading BTRDA Production Cup 
runners and, for the second time this season, Sacha 
Kakad/ James Aldridge came out on top. Their Lancer 
EVOX finished 5th overall, less than 6seconds ahead of the 
EVO9 of Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy who, nevertheless, 
maintain a one-point lead in the category with just two 
rounds to go. 
Following a brace of DNFs, Richard Hill/Steffan Evans were 
3rd, while Pat Naylor/Ian Lawrence will be disappointed, 
but relieved to have finished in the Top Ten and 4th in 
class. Relieved as their progress was interrupted by hitting 
a tree which, on the positive side (let me finish!...) 
prevented their Lancer disappearing down a large drop. 
And then they had a puncture....    
The top-seeded Production Cup runners, Andy Davies/Max 
Freeman, had a short event - their Impreza retired on the 
opening stage. 
 A fifth consecutive maximum points score in the Fiesta ST 
Trophy saw Sam Bilham/ Cameron Fair claim the 2017 title 
with two rounds still to go.  

 
Sam Bilham/Cameron Fair – 2017 Fiesta ST Trophy Winners 

 

Needing only a Top Three finish on the Nicky Grist to put 
the matter beyond doubt, the pair were affected by that 
well-known medical condition known as ‘squeaky bum 
syndrome’ when the Fiesta’s gear selector fell apart in SS3. 
Stuck in fourth, not only did they manage to nurse the car 
through the remainder of the stage, but through the next 
one as well before their service crew could effect the 
necessary repairs to send them on their way once again. 
Finley Retson’s trip down to Builth Wells from Aberdeen 
was rewarded with 2nd in class, with Rhydian Price/Peredur 
Wyn Davies and Guy Butler/Jamie MacTavish taking 3rd 
and 4th respectively, a mere 1.8seconds apart at the end of  

the day! However, Jon Ambler/Doug Chivers and Martin 
Laverty/Phil Kenny had both retired their examples by 
the end of SS2 and Alasdair Currie/Steven Brown went 
out with a broken stub axle a couple of stages later.     
 
RAVENOL BTRDA SILVER STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP 

 

NOT SO UNLUCKY FOR SYKES!.... 
 
Richard Sykes/Simon Taylor became the fifth different 
crew, from five events, to score maximum points in the 
RAVENOL BTRDA Silver Star® Rally Championship. Their 
Citroen DS3 R3T finished 13th overall, four places ahead 
of the 1400cc Nova of Dave and Toby Brick while, not 
wanting to be left out, the rear-wheel drive contingent 
was represented by the Escort of Nick Dobson/Steve 
Pugh, one place and 20seconds behind the flying 
Vauxhall.   

 
Richard Sykes/Simon Taylor- Citroen DS3 R3T – 1st Silver Star 

 

Andy Davison/Tom Murphy’s Talbot Sunbeam VXR came 
home just outside the Top Twenty but the crew’s best 
haul of Silver Star points so far now sees them sitting in 
4th place in the table. Bob Vardy’s Fiesta R2 was next, 
taking a B10 class win into the bargain.  
Barry Jordan/James Gratton-Smith lead the category, 

 
Barry Jordan/James Gratton-Smith – current Silver Star Championship leaders 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     
 

 

  
having maintained their 100% record with a fifth finish in 
their Avenger BRM, but Silver Star winners on the Carlisle 
Stages, Ashley Davies/Sam Fordham, were reminded in 
the cruellest possible way that you’re only as good as your 
last result. Their Escort, that served them so well a month 
ago, went out with unspecified ‘mechanical’ issues on the 
second stage. 
 
THOMAS PANELS BTRDA 1400 CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

BRICK LAYS DOWN THE GAUNTLET!... 
 

At the halfway point of the Nicky Grist Stages, the Thomas 
Panels BTRDA 1400 Championship was shaping up into a 
border counties battle - representing Shropshire, from 
Ludlow, father-and-son Dave and Toby Brick’s Nova was 
holding a minute (that’s very small - not 60 seconds!) 
advantage over Hereford’s Chris Powell/Jim Lewis, but 
then their recalcitrant Talbot Sunbeam went on to 
experience gearbox trouble that would cause its 
premature exit from the event and allow a Shropshire 
victory.  

 
Dave and Toby Brick - Vauxhall Nova – 1st 1400cc & 2nd Silver Star 

 

In spite of the absence of Carlisle Stages maximum scorer 
Rob Evett in Wales, the family was still represented as son 
Joe stepped into the breach and brought the shared MG 
ZR home in 2nd place. Meanwhile, Carl Davies/Richard 
Jones (Nissan Micra) and Tommi Meadows/Ian Oakey 
(Ford Ka) were keeping each other company, taking 3rd 
and 4th places. Championship leaders Ed Fossey/Chris 
Sharpe-Simkiss re-entered the fray in a Vauxhall Corsa, 
rather than their usual Toyota, and came away with 
another bag of points. 
 
The photographs in our Newsletters and on our websites are 
courtesy of Ralliphotoswales who will be attending all the 
events.   https://www.facebook.com/Ralliphotowales-
365572533462789/ and also contacted at 
ralliphotoswales@yahoo.co.uk 

BTRDA RALLY FIRST CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

BART CLUTCHES A THIRD MAXIMUM!.... 
 

A weary Bart Lang arrived at the start of the Nicky Grist 
Stages, having been deprived of recent sleep by the 
necessity to fit a new clutch to his Nissan Micra. 

 
Bart Lang and Sinclair Young - Nissan Micra – 1st Rally First 

 

However, it still wasn’t right and the car required some 
delicate handling out of corners to prevent too much slip. 
Even so, it’s funny how such stresses and strains are 
forgotten - temporarily, at least! - when it all comes right! 
Bart and co-driver Sinclair Young went on take their third 
consecutive maximum in the BTRDA Rally First 
Championship, thus consolidating their lead in the series. 
Second on the day and in the series - were Chris 
Hickman/Alex Stanbury in their MG ZR, while 3rd place 
went to David Perkins/Jordan Joines in another Micra. 
Any thoughts Jonathan Pickering/Simon Broom may have 
had in regard to bettering their Championship standings 
in Wales went straight on at the next corner when their 
Micra’s steering failed before SS5..... 

 
MAXXIS MSA ENGLISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

FIESTAS AT THE DOUBLE!... 
 

One of the major innovations for the 2017 MAXXIS MSA 
English Rally Championship was the inclusion of a ‘double-
header’ - 45 miles of forest stages on the Quinton Motor 
Club-organised Nicky Grist Stages Rally on the Saturday 
preceded an overnight halt, during which time the cars 
could be changed into ‘tarmac’ specification, and then 
over 70 miles on the roads of the Epynt Military Ranges in 
the Spencer Sport Acropolis Rally. As recorded above, 
Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson took their Fiesta WRC 
to outright victory on the Nicky Grist Stages, ahead of the 
similar cars of Peter Taylor/Andrew Roughead and Callum 
Black/Elliott Edmondson. For their part, Taylor/Roughead  

https://www.facebook.com/Ralliphotowales-365572533462789/
https://www.facebook.com/Ralliphotowales-365572533462789/
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set the fastest Championship times on each of the first 
five stages on the Sunday but, whilst on the rev limiter in 
sixth gear on SS6, one of the infamous Epynt sheep made 
what turned out to be a fatal mistake! The Fiesta’s oil 
cooler burst, rendering it unable to continue - and that 
was that!      
By the time the survivors began arriving back in Builth 
Wells for the finish, the timesheets showed that, in a 
juxtaposition of Saturday’s results, Black/Edmondson had 
prevailed over Petch/Wilkinson on the ‘black stuff’ to the 
tune of half-a-minute to win Class E8.  

 
Callum Black/ Elliott Edmondson – 1st Class E8 – Acropolis Rally 

 

Other class winners on Day 2 were Pat Naylor/Ian 
Lawrence (Mitsubishi Lancer EVO9)- Class E6, who had 
recovered from their previous day’s tree-hugging incident, 
Richard Sykes/Simon Taylor (Citroen DS3 R3T)- Class E5, 
William Hill/Richard Crozier in their Fiesta R200– Class E3 
and Bart Lang/ Sinclair Young (Nissan Micra)- Class E1.  
The second half of the MAXXIS Championship sees crews 
move from the Epynt Military Ranges to those on 
Otterburn, in Northumberland, for the Tyneside Stages 
next month. Until that time - and, who knows, maybe 
after it as well! - Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson will be 
dining out as leaders of the series. Even so, Callum Black/ 
Elliot Edmondson are far too close to them at the moment 
and then, of course, there are all the other class leaders 
who still have four events on which to make an 
impression!....     
 

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS – Competitors to check!  
All the latest RAVENOL BTRDA Rally Series points after the 
Nicky Grist Stages can be found in the Competitor section 
of www.btrdarally.com    
Likewise, the MAXXIS MSA English Rally Championship 
points after Rounds 3 and 4, the Nicky Grist Stages and  
Spencer Sport Acropolis Rally, can be found in the 
Competitor section of  www.englishrally.co.uk. 
All these points will become final on Sunday 23rd July.  

 MINTEX / QUESTMEAD BONUS SCHEME 
The winners of the Mintex Awards on the Nicky Grist 
Stages, each of whom receive a FREE set of competition 
brake pads from Questmead Ltd, are: -  
Best improvement on Start No in Gold Star/Silver Star:  
Andrew Hebron  -Ford Puma (B10) 
Best improvement on Start No in 1400/Rally First:  
Bart Lang – Nissan Micra (RF1.4) 
Steve or Alan Brown from Questmead can be found in the  
Service Area at most events. To claim your reward, please 
contact them in advance on 01706 363939.  
 
HYUNDAI GENPOWER AWARDS 
Sam Bilham and Cameron Fair were the winners of the 
Fiesta ST championship on the Nicky Grist Stages and also 
the recipient of a Hyundai Cordless Impact Wrench 
courtesy of Hyundai Genpower.   
On the Woodpecker Stages (3rd September), the 
beneficiaries will be the winning BTRDA Historic Cup crew. 
 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Tyneside Stages Rally – Sun 6th August 
The Tyneside Stages is Round 5 of the MAXXIS MSA 
English Rally Championship and the second of the three 
‘summer’ Asphalt events in the Championship. The event 
will contain over 60 stage miles on the classic Otterburn 
military ranges in Northumberland.   
On-line entries are now available at 
www.alnwickmotorclub.co.uk/tyneside-stages-rally  
 
Rainworth SKODA Dukeries Rally - Sun 20th August 
The 58th Dukeries Rally is Round 6 of the MAXXIS MSA 
English Rally Championship The event will provide 
competitors with 58 stage miles of smooth asphalt at 
Donington Park which should be great for competitors, 
their sponsors and spectators. Entries opened on 10th July 
and to everyone’s surprise the 80 places were taken in a 
couple of days. Details are available at www.dukeries-
rally.co.uk 
. 

Woodpecker Rally – Sat 2nd September  
This year’s Woodpecker Stages will be held on 
 Saturday 2nd September 2017. As usual it will be based 
at Ludlow Racecourse, and will have a total of three 
stages in Radnor forest including a final 14mile stage, 
along with three stages in the Welsh Marches. There will 
be only nine double used forestry miles in the event. 
Entries opened this week  and Regulations and further 
details are available at www.woodpecker-rally.co.uk 
 
 

http://www.btrdarally.com/
http://www.englishrally.co.uk/
http://www.alnwickmotorclub.co.uk/tyneside-stages-rally
www.dukeries-rally.co.uk
www.dukeries-rally.co.uk
http://www.woodpecker-rally.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

     
 

 

  
The 2017 AWARDS PRESENTATION: 
Keep the date in your diaries.........After the success of 
last year’s event, the 2017 Awards Presentation will take 
place at the Ramada Penns Hall Hotel, Sutton Coldfield 
again on Saturday 6th January 2018.  More details to 
follow. 
 
DECALS  
Competitors are reminded that they must display the 
BTRDA Rally Series decals on every qualifying event to be 
eligible to score points in the RAVENOL BTRDA Rally 
Series and the MAXXIS MSA English Rally Championship.  
These include a sponsor panel on each side of the car and 
a championship screen strip which must be displayed on 
the windscreen, not on the roof.  Decals are available 
from the BTRDA desk at event signing on.  NB: Not 
carrying a screen strip will exclude the competitor from 
any TV coverage. 
 
ON EVENT FUEL: Vital Equipment are the recommended 
fuel supplier for the BTRDA Rally Series. They are at all the 
events and provide a MSA compliant Super Unleaded fuel 
and a FIA spec Carless turbo fuel. We strongly emphasise 
the convenience, safety and organisational benefits that 
using the Vital Equipment facility brings to competitors.  
To order your fuel please use the on-line order facility 
listed in the Competitors section of the BTRDA Rally Series 
website. www.vitalequipment.co.uk/btrda-fuel-order-
form-30-w.asp 
The deadline for fuel orders for the Woodpecker Rally is 
25th August 2017 

TV PROGRAMMES  
There are ongoing changes with the schedules at Motors 
TV, now relaunched as motorsport.tv, which are beyond 
our control.  We will publish further info on the 
programme schedules on our BTRDA Rally FB page as 
soon as we know.  We confirm that all the TV 
programmes will be available via the Video section of the 
BTRDA Rally website as soon as they available 
 
DON’T FORGET: - 

ROAD to WALES in 2017 

 

Thanks to the continuing support from the 
organisers of Wales Rally GB and their 
Road to Wales initiative, there is now a 
super prize of a free entry in the 2017 
Wales Rally GB National Rally on 

27th– 29th October for the winner of the 2017 MAXXIS 
MSA English Rally Championship.  

  
OIL ANALYSIS / ENGINE WEAR:  
Our main BTRDA Rally Series sponsor, RAVENOL UK have 
teamed up with the leading oil condition monitoring 
laboratory to provide a cost-effective oil and engine wear 
analysis at a reduced price of just £20 (inc vat) for any 
registered BTRDA Rally Series driver. Details can be found 
at  www.ravenol-direct.uk/oil-analysis.html 
 
GENPOWER  DISCOUNT: 
All BTRDA competitors will receive a 10% discount on 
products purchased through Genpower. 
www.genpower.co.uk.  

 
CHAMPIONSHIP ON-EVENT TEAM  
There have been some changes to the BTRDA team for the remainder of 2017 with Gill Cotton, Tim Hobbs or Ian Arden 
now representing BTRDA at the events. They will be assisted on occasion by Steve Gregg, Andrew Haill or Howard 
Wilcock.    
    

 

Gill Cotton: 
gill@btrdarally.com 
Mobile: 07980 810730 
 

 

Tim Hobbs: 
tim@btrdarally.com 
Mobile: 07736 708657 

 

Ian Arden: 
ian@btrdarally.com 
Mobile: 07917 355169 

 
 

CHAMPIONSHIP ELIGIBILITY SCRUTINEERS 
 

 

John Cooper: 
Email: jccmstech@gmail.com 
Tel: 01208 863406  
Mobile: 07702 240970 

 

Dave Newton: 
Email: daveynewton@msn.com 
Tel: 01633 672494  
Mobile: 07814 595132 

 

Geoff Doe: 
 Email: geoff@doemotorsport.com 
Tel: 01270 780356 
Mobile: 07808 129663 
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