CHAMPIONSHIP NEWSLETTER NO 3 - 2017
MALCOLM WILSON RALLY
RAVENOL BTRDA GOLD STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP
NO-ONE BEATS ‘THE BOGIE’!...
David Bogie/Kevin Rae’s preparations for their assault on
this year’s BRC were further enhanced by outright victory
on the Malcolm Wilson Rally in their Skoda Fabia R5.
Although unlikely to complete a full RAVENOL BTRDA Gold
Star® Rally Championship season, a repeat of their 2008
win in Cumbria sees the Scotsmen leading the table at this
point.

8th after four stages, the Lancaster driver put in a spirited
performance over the second half of the rally to just miss
out on a podium finish after a tie-break.
Another Focus - this one crewed by former Gold Star
Champion Hugh Hunter and Manxman Rob Fagg - was a
mere four seconds in arrears whilst, in BTRDA terms, the
first of the Fiestas home was that of Rhys Yates who has
defending Gold Star Champion Co-driver Carl Williamson
for company this year. Also R5-mounted, Callum
Black/Elliott Edmondson were just a handful of seconds
adrift, while 2013 Gold Star runner-up Connor McCloskey
returned in a Fiesta WRC. With John Rowan now in the
co-driver’s seat, the Ulsterman was 5th after the opening
stage, but getting up close and personal with the scenery
in both Grizedale stages did nothing for his times,
dropping him to an eventual 9th overall. Wayne Sisson
was ‘King of B13’ on the day - his Mitsubishi Lancer
finished one second behind McCloskey to round off the
Top Ten but, perhaps more importantly, a minute in front
of his nearest class rivals, Ian Joel/Graeme Wood, in their
Ford Escort Cosworth.

David Bogie/Kevin Rae – Skoda Fabia R5 – 1st Overall

The organisers of the Malcolm Wilson Rally had attracted
their largest entry for several years and, with the
unfortunate abandonment of the Cambrian Rally a month
earlier, anyone with designs on one of the various BTRDA
titles needed to get a foot in the door straight away.
Bogie/Rae set FTDs on four of the seven Lake District
stages to arrive back at the finish a minute-and-a-half
ahead of their nearest Gold Star challengers, David
Wright/Steve Pugh (Ford Focus WRC).
Wayne Sisson - Mitsubishi Lancer - 1st Class B13

David Wright/Steve Pugh - Ford Focus WRC – 2nd BTRDA Gold Star

Of those listed as finishers who might reasonably
expected to have done better, we find Luke Francis/John
H Roberts. Top Ten times on SS2, 3 and 4 gave cautious
grounds for optimism but then a double puncture caused
considerable delay, pushing them down to 20th in the
final results. However, spare a thought for Desi Henry his Fabia R5 was up to 3rd after the first run through
Greystoke, but then a burst brake pipe in Grizedale saw
him struggle on to the finish to be credited with 57th
overall....
Any hopes of a third Malcolm Wilson Rally win for Euan
Thorburn/Paul Beaton were dashed when their Fiesta,

which had been running as high as 3rd, developed manifold
problems on SS4 leading to retirement. Stephen
Petch/Michael Wilkinson had also been up in 3rd place at
one point, but their Fiesta WRC succumbed to electrical
issues and they, too, joined the ever-growing list of
retirements.
Somerset Stages next - not all the aforementioned will be
venturing down to Minehead, but the list of nominees for
the Gold Star crown will become clearer once the entry list
is published!

interrupted by a burst brake pipe in Greystoke. Richard
Wells/Calvin Houldsworth were 3rd, in spite of tackling
much of the event without the luxury of power
steering....
Amongst the casualties this time were Tony Simpson,
Tom Easson and Jody McManus.

BTRDA PRODUCTION CUP
SUCH A CLOSE BATTLE FOR SACHA!...
The top four finishers in the BTRDA Production Cup on the
Malcolm Wilson Rally finished line astern in the ‘teens’ and
were separated by just nine seconds! Managing to keep
their noses in front, and taking an inaugural class victory,
were Sacha Kakad/James Aldridge in their Lancer EVOX.

Sam Bilham – 1st Fiesta ST Trophy

RAVENOL BTRDA SILVER STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP
JODY IS THE SILVER STAR KID IN CUMBRIA!....

Sacha Kakad/James Aldridge-Lancer EVOX- 1st BTRDA Production Cup

Over the early stages, it looked very much as though
Richard Hill/Steffan Evans were going to continue where
they left off at the end of last season, but their EVO9
suffered bent steering in Grizedale and, try as they might,
they couldn’t quite match their rivals who had everything
pointing in the right direction! Even so, they were only a
couple of seconds behind Kakad, with defending
champions Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy (EVO9) a further
three seconds adrift. Andy Davies/Max Freeman broke the
Mitsubishi stronghold in their Impreza with Aaron
McClure/Michael Gilbey (EVO9) just happy to finish after
the driver’s big accident on the event this time last year.
Following its successful introduction last year, the Fiesta ST
Trophy is back once more and 2016 runner-up Sam Bilham
made use of the experience gained in 2016 to take
maximum points. He finished comfortably ahead of
Alasdair Currie/Steven Brown whose momentum was

With the first four crews in the 2016 RAVENOL BTRDA
Silver Star® Rally Championship having moved on to
pastures new, there were always going to be new names
at the top of the pile after the Malcolm Wilson Rally. Take
a bow, Jody Bowcott and David Millard - they powered
their Escort MkII to a class win in Cumbria by nearly a
minute from Steve Hopewell’s similar car. However, in
Silver Star terms, it was much more seat-of-the-pants!
Former 1400 Champions Dave Bennett/Alistair McNeil
are back with a 1600cc engine in their Vauxhall Corsa
and, try as he might, Bowcott couldn’t shake off the
attentions of the York crew, eventually coming good by
the uncomfortable margin of just two seconds....

Jody Bowcott/David Millard- Escort MkII – 1st Silver Star

Steve Green not only opened his season with a 1400
Championship victory (of which more anon!) but also
claimed a Silver Star podium spot in his Nissan Micra.
Meanwhile, the trip up from London for series returnees
Ashley Davies/Sam Fordham should be deemed a success
as they took 4th in their Escort.
As an all-encompassing two-wheel drive category, the
BTRDA Silver Star® Championship includes the 1400s and
the Fiestas, not to mention the BTRDA Historic Cup which
is currently led by Mark and Ed Bentley whose Escort
finished the Malcolm Wilson Rally nine seconds quicker
than Rob Dennis/Andrew Boswell’s example.

Barlow/Emma Morrison were both sidelined during the
day with mechanical issues but will, doubtless, be back as
the season progresses.
BTRDA RALLY FIRST CHAMPIONSHIP
PUMA ON THE LOOSE IN CUMBRIA!....
M-Sport’s Business Development Manager Andrew
Wheatley entered the event in a BTRDA Rally First
Championship-specification Ford Puma and came away
with top honours - and a trophy to put on his desk in the
office!

THOMAS PANELS BTRDA 1400 CHAMPIONSHIP
GREEN’S CREDENTIALS GIVE HIM THE EDGE!...
As alluded to above, Steve Green came out on top in the
battle for Thomas Panels BTRDA 1400 Championship
points on the first scoring round of the season. As a
resident of Cockermouth, the Malcolm Wilson Rally was
definitely his ‘home’ event and he was certainly able to
capitalise on any local knowledge of the stages. However,
‘issues’ with his Micra’s driveshafts led to an element of
caution when dealing with the many bends encountered
during the day - such husbandry led him to finish ahead of
the Talbot Sunbeam of Chris Powell/Jim Lewis who, after
such a disastrous start to their 2016 campaign, will
doubtless have heaved collective sighs of relief to see the
finish this time!

Andrew Wheatley – Ford Puma-1st Rally First driver

Bart Lang/Sinclair Young were next in their Micra, with
David Perkins’ similar vehicle third. Jonathan Pickering/
Simon Broom were the only other finishers in the
category in a....... Micra!
The MG ZR contingent had a miserable day in the Lake
District! Euron Lloyd/Osian Owen were the first to go (or
should that be ‘stop’?) when they paid a little too much
attention to ditch again (their words!) on the opening
stage, while Phil Spilsted’s example lasted until SS5 before
the clutch expired....
CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS

Steve Green – Nissan Micra – 1st 1400cc driver

Dave Brick/Rob Woodhouse’s progress was impeded after
their Nova suffered a puncture in Grizedale but, even so,
family honour was upheld as dad finished some way
ahead of sons Freddy and Toby in their Corsa! North
Walians Carl Davies/Rich Jones planted their Micra
between the two generations of Bricks in the points....
Neil Weaver’s Suzuki Swift and the Micra of Charlie

A full list of all the RAVENOL BTRDA Rally Series points
after the Malcolm Wilson Rally can be found in the
Competitor section of www.btrdarally.com These points
will become final on 25th March. Please remember the
series will now consist of SEVEN rounds with the best FIVE
scores to count.
The photographs in our Newsletters and on our websites
are courtesy of Ralliphotos Wales who will be attending all
the events. Contact - ralliphotoswales@yahoo.co.uk

MINTEX / QUESTMEAD BONUS SCHEME

Classes:

The winners of the Mintex Awards on the Malcolm Wilson
Rally, each of whom receive a FREE set of competition
brake pads from Questmead Ltd, are: Best improvement on Start No in Gold Star/Silver Star:
David Gathercole - Escort Mk2 (H3)
Best improvement on Start No in 1400/Rally First:
Bart Lang - Nissan Micra (RF1.4)
Steve or Alan Brown from Questmead can be found in the
Service Area at most events. To claim your reward, please
contact them in advance on 01706 363939.

The Championship will be split into 8 championship
classes with the scoring system reflecting achievement
against other competitors in the same class.

The 2017 MAXXIS MSA ENGLISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP

• Class 4 Over 1600cc and up and including to 2000cc

The MAXXIS MSA English Rally Championship has been
relaunched in 2017 to provide a greater variety of Nat B
events and opened up to all types of rally car that comply
with MSA Safety and Technical Regulations.
The 2017 Championship will include a selection of the
best one day forest and asphalt events in England, with
the addition of a unique double header weekend in Wales
which gives competitors the choice to compete on either
or both the Nicky Grist Stages (Saturday) and the Nicky
Grist ‘Acropolis’ Rally (Sunday). The asphalt element of
the calendar sees the three events grouped together in
the middle of the year and includes the Dukeries Rally
which takes place within the confines of Donington Park
and provides an excellent opportunity for sponsors and
spectators to see more of the action.

• Class 5 Over 2000cc 2-Wheel Drive

Calendar:

(Best 6 scores to count)

Somerset Stages
Carlisle Stages
Nicky Grist Stages

8th April – Somerset – 80% Gravel
10th June – Kielder Forest –Gravel
8th July – Mid Wales forest– Gravel

Nicky Grist ‘Acropolis’ 9th July – Epynt Ranges – Asphalt
Rally
Tyneside Stages

6th Aug – Otterburn – Asphalt

58th Dukeries Rally 20th Aug –Donington Park– Asphalt
Woodpecker Stages

2nd Sept – Shropshire – Gravel

Trackrod Forest Rally 30th Sept – Yorkshire – Gravel

• Class 1 BTRDA Rally First cars up to and including 1400cc
and FIA R1A and N1
• Class 2 All cars up to 1400cc not eligible for class 1 and
RF1.6 cars
• Class 3 Over 1400cc and up to and including 1600cc,
including all FIA R2B cars

• Class 7 Over 2000cc 4-Wheel Drive
• Class 6 Current and former FIA Group N / NR4 cars over
2000cc
• Class 8 All WRC, RRC, R5 and S2000 cars and all
derivatives
NB: The MAXXIS MSA English Rally Championship
registration is combined with the RAVENOL BTRDA Rally
Series registration and includes membership of BTRDA
which is an invited club on all the events.
More information at www.englishrally.co.uk
Thanks to the continuing support from
the organisers of Wales Rally GB and their
Road to Wales initiative, there is now a
super prize of a free entry in the 2017
Wales Rally GB National Rally on 27th– 29th October for
the winner of the 2017 MAXXIS MSA English Rally
Championship. (details to follow)

DECALS
Competitors are reminded that they must display the
BTRDA Rally Series decals to be eligible to score points in
the RAVENOL BTRDA Rally Series and the MAXXIS MSA
English Rally Championship. These include a sponsor
panel on each side of the car and a championship screen
strip. Decals are available for the BTRDA desk at event
signing on. NB: Not carrying a screen strip will also
exclude the competitor from any TV coverage.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Somerset Stages - 8th April
The second points scoring event of the season will be the
Somerset Stages. This will also be the first round of the
2017 MAXXIS MSA English Rally Championship. The event
returns to its Minehead base with over 42 stage miles in a
compact overall route with stunning Exmoor forestry, plus
of course the traditional stages up the Porlock Toll Road.
They have already received over 100 entries so if you
have not yet submitted an entry then please do so ASAP.
Their website: www.somersetstagesrally.com Also info
on their Facebook and Twitter feeds.
Plains Rally – 13th May
The 51st Plains Rally will again be based in Welshpool and
has the benefit of some of the best forest stages
anywhere in the UK. The organisers are planning a more
compact route with more stage mileage in the classic
welsh forests. Regulations / entries will be available by
the end of the month. Checkout their new website at
www.plainsrally.co.uk for more information.

OIL ANALYSIS / ENGINE WEAR:
Our main BTRDA Rally Series sponsor RAVENOL UK have
teamed up with the leading oil condition monitoring
laboratory to provide a cost effective oil and engine wear
analysis at a reduced price of just £20 (inc vat) for any
registered BTRDA Rally Series driver. Please see the
details of this attractive / sensible offer on the Ravenol UK
website www.ravenol.co.uk/RAVENOL_Oil_Analysis.html
ON EVENT FUEL:
Vital Equipment are the official fuel supplier to the
Championship. They are at all the events and provide an
MSA compliant Super Unleaded fuel and an FIA spec
Carless turbo fuel. We strongly emphasise the
convenience, safety and organisational benefits that using
the Vital Equipment facility brings to competitors. To
order your fuel please use the on-line order facility listed
in the Competitors section of our website.
www.btrdarally.com > Competitors .
The deadline for orders is 7 days before the event.
Also look out on their Facebook and Twitter feeds for
news on the event.

SOCIAL MEDIA !
We are continuing to develop a new BTRDA Rallying
Facebook page which can be found at
https://www.facebook.com/BTRDARally/
This is a source of news, information, images etc. relating
to the Ravenol BTRDA Rally Series and the MAXXIS MSA
English Rally Championship.

CHAMPIONSHIP ON-EVENT TEAM
There have been some changes to the BTRDA team for 2017 with Gill Cotton, Tim Hobbs or Ian Arden now
representing BTRDA at the events. They will be assisted on occasion by Norman Robertson, Steve Gregg or Howard
Wilcock.

Gill Cotton:
gill@btrdarally.com
Mobile: 07980 810730

Tim Hobbs:
tim@btrdarally.com
Mobile: 07736 708657

Ian Arden:
ian@btrdarally.com
Mobile: 07917 355169

Dave Newton:
Email: daveynewton@msn.com
Tel: 01633 672494
Mobile: 07814 595132

Geoff Doe:
Email: geoff@doemotorsport.com
Tel: 01270 780356
Mobile: 07808 129663

CHAMPIONSHIP ELIGIBILITY SCRUTINEERS
John Cooper:
Email: jccmstech@gmail.com
Tel: 01208 863406
Mobile: 07702 240970

