CHAMPIONSHIP NEWSLETTER NO 4 - 2017
SOMERSET STAGES RALLY
RAVENOL BTRDA GOLD STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP

Walians’ run of bad luck must end soon, mustn’t it?...

PETCH INVASION!...
Having retired from the last round of the RAVENOL BTRDA
Gold Star® Rally Championship - and from last year’s
Somerset Stages - Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson
arrived in Minehead with plenty to look forward to - but a
fair bit to put behind them as well! A good run through the
Exmoor National Park was a pre-requisite if they were to
stand any chance of repeating - or even improving on their runners-up spot in the 2016 Championship. No
pressure, then!....
Fastest time on the opening stage, Knowle, in their Fiesta
WRC put them into a lead they managed to cling on to
right through to the finish - but it was close, very close!

Callum Black/Elliott Edmondson – Fiesta R5 – 2nd overall

Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson - Fiesta WRC- 1st Overall

Having previously struggled to get to grips with his Fiesta,
another former Somerset Stages winner, Hugh Hunter,
opted to persevere with the car and, ably assisted by Rob
Fagg, returned to Minehead in 4th place in spite of a
couple of overshoots late in the day. Then, half-a-minute
behind, Taunton’s Martyn and Dawn England benefitted
from some adjustments to their car’s suspension which
saw them climb from 10th after the first Porlock stage to
complete a Fiesta Top Five on their ‘home’ event. Five of
the next six vehicles in the results were Class NR4 cars,
with the Fabia R5 of Tom Preston/ Andrew Roughead
sandwiched in the middle! They finished four places, but
less than 20seconds, behind the Englands as the steep
learning curve with the Skoda begins to ease slightly.

Callum Black/Elliott Edmondson have obviously wasted no
time in familiarising themselves with their Fiesta R5 and,
although trailing Petch/Wilkinson through the first loop of
forest stages, hit back with FTDs on both runs up Porlock
Toll Road to share the lead at this point. Then, on SS12 of
fourteen, Black experienced power steering problems such
that, by the end of it, he was fully 20seconds adrift of the
leaders. Fastest times on both the final two stages went
part way to redress the balance, but it was too late....
Nevertheless, we have a battle on our hands and, even
with the reduced scoring capability this year, there’s still
time for others to throw their sixpennyworth into the
arena before Judgement Day! Connor McCloskey/John
Rowan (Fiesta WRC) took the final podium spot, inheriting
it from defending Somerset champions Luke Francis/John
H Roberts whose Lancer EVO9 ground to a halt on the 2nd
run through Knowle with crank sensor failure. The North

Connor McCloskey/John Rowan - Fiesta WRC – 3rd overall

Joining Francis on the retirements list were Karl and Guy
Simmons who, having put their Citroen DS3 up for sale,

resorted to their Impreza WRC in an attempt to repeat
their podium finish of last year. No such luck,
unfortunately, as gear selection put them out on SS9, the
same stage that claimed David Wright/Steve Pugh’s Focus.
The pair had started the event as the highest-placed
BTRDA Gold Star crew but are now faced with some work
to do if they are to assume that coveted position once
again! Fred Milne/Jamie Edwards (Lancer EVO9) went OTL
while Matthew Robinson/Sam Collis’ challenge was over
almost before it started after a big accident on the
opening stage put their Impreza out.

consideration...Then, of course, we have the Fiesta STs :
Sam Bilham/Cameron Fair started - and finished! - where
they left off on the Malcolm Wilson Rally and now have
two maximums to their credit. They arrived back at the
seaside half-a-minute to the good of Alasdair Currie/
Steven Brown, with Jon Ambler/Doug Chivers taking 3rd
on this occasion. On the other side of the coin we find
Richard Wells/Calvin Houldsworth (stuck in gear) and
Martin Auskerin/Jon Ross (off - SS1).

BTRDA PRODUCTION CUP & FIESTA ST TROPHY
NAYLOR HAMMERS HOME HIS ADVANTAGE!
History tells us that the stages on Exmoor suit contenders
for the BTRDA Production Cup - and so it was once again
with five such cars in the first eleven and the top three
separated by a mere 10seconds! Pat Naylor/Ian
Lawrence’s success was put down, in part, to the use of
soft compound tyres throughout. With two stages to go,
Richard Hill/Steffan Evans had held the upper hand but a
couple of minor excursions on the final run through
Croydon saw them drop to 3rd, with Russ Thompson/Andy
Murphy also moving ahead in spite of a puncture on the
same stage.

Sam Bilham/Cameron Fair – 1st Fiesta ST Trophy

RAVENOL BTRDA SILVER STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP
BENNETT RACES TO THE FRONT!
OK, it’s still very early in the season and a lot can happen
between now and the end of September, but it’s been a
while since anything other than an Escort, in some shape
or form, has held sway in the RAVENOL BTRDA Silver
Star® Rally Championship. So, to see Dave Bennett/
Alistair McNeil bring their 1600cc Corsa back to
Minehead in 12th place overall certainly caused some
raised eyebrows.

Pat Naylor/Ian Lawrence – EVO9- 1st Production Cup -6th overall

Category winners last time out Sacha Kakad/James
Aldridge claimed another bag of points to maintain a
narrow lead while, although failing to penetrate the Lancer
stronghold, Andy Davies/Max Freeman’s Impreza is still
handily placed to do so as the season progresses. Those
unable to reach the finish included Aaron McClure/
Michael Gilbey whose EVO9 succumbed to rear diff. failure
with one stage to go, while Dan Moss/Sam Allen’s second
consecutive retirement certainly puts them on the back
foot, especially when the pace at the front is taken into

Dave Bennett/ Alistair McNeil - Vauxhall Corsa – 1st Silver Star

Following the retirement of the erstwhile leaders, Jody

Bowcott/David Millard (Escort), the FWD crew assume the
lead of the two-wheel drive series at this point.
Over the first few stages, Bennett was dicing with the
Citroen DS3 of Richard Sykes/Simon Taylor but a damaged
radiator on SS5 signalled the end of that particular battle.
The Escorts of Ashley Davies/Sam Fordham and Rob
Dennis/Andy Boswell were just two seconds apart, in 13th
and 14th places respectively, and it’s these two crews who
are - in Bennett’s eyes - far too close for comfort!
Dennis/Boswell also took top BTRDA Historic Cup points in
Somerset, with Theo Bengry/Les Forsbrook in runners-up
spot.
Ed Fossey/Chris Sharpe-Simkiss- Toyota Yaris – 1st 1400cc

Rob and Michael Evett were 3rd in their MG ZR but Chris
Powell/Jim Lewis will be cursing their luck - or, possibly,
just cursing.... Their Talbot Sunbeam, which proved so
problematic during the early stages of their 2016
campaign, had taken them to a good result on the
Malcolm Wilson, but then let them down on only the
third stage on Exmoor.
BTRDA RALLY FIRST CHAMPIONSHIP
LOCAL HERO!....
Rob Dennis/Andy Boswell – Escort MkII- 1st Historic Cup

Barry Jordan/James Gratton-Smith should be well-pleased
with 18th in their Hillman Avenger BRM while Sam
Bilham/Cameron Fair, who also qualify for Silver Star
points, were 20th in their Fiesta. Meanwhile, former
Historic Cup winner Paul Street’s Escort stopped on SS4
and James Hutchings/James Hood’s first event of the
season was not the happiest of occasions as their Vauxhall
Nova also registered a DNF.

For the second year running, Minehead resident Chris
Hickman and co-driver Alex Stanbury, from Wellington,
took victory in the BTRDA Rally First Championship on the
Somerset Stages. Their MG ZR finished ahead of the
similar cars of Sheldon Furby/Carrie Rogers and Ian
Woollacott/Simon Stanbury.

THOMAS PANELS BTRDA 1400 CHAMPIONSHIP
FOSSEY BEARS DOWN ON VICTORY!...
Jersey’s Ed Fossey and co-driver Chris Sharpe-Simkiss took
the Thomas Panels BTRDA 1400 Championship by storm
in Somerset, bringing their Toyota Yaris home by a victory
margin of almost two minutes. However, mention must
be made of second-placed Tommi Meadows who, on his
first event at this level, acquitted himself admirably! The
son of former Gold Star Champion Martin had ‘borrowed’
his dad’s co-driver, Ian Oakey, to guide his Ka round and,
between them, they managed to finish 34th and open
their respective accounts in the points with 28 each. ‘Dad,
can I use the car again?....’

Chris Hickman/Alex Stanbury – MGZR – 1st Rally First

Having already retired from the Malcolm Wilson Rally, any
thoughts David Ginn/Mark Hughes may have had on the
subject of a points score became academic when their
Micra’s gearbox packed up on SS3.....

MAXXIS MSA ENGLISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
A TOUCH OF CLASS!....
The new-look MAXXIS MSA English Rally Championship
set sail on the Somerset Stages and competitors have a
wide-ranging calendar of events to look forward to,
including a mid-season trio of forays on to asphalt. The
Championship has been opened up to cater for all cars
compliant with the MSA’s technical regulations and, as is
the case with any class-based series, the eventual winner
could come from any one of them. It’s also the case that,
following the first round, there will be a tie for the lead,
i.e. all those who scored maximum points in their
respective classes will feature at the top of the points
table, and it’s only when the season gets into its swing
that talent will out....

couple more Escorts in the hands of Rob Dennis/Andy
Boswell and Theo Bengry/Les Forsbrook demoting
defending ERC champion Sam Bilham (Fiesta ST) and codriver Cameron Fair down into 3rd place at present.

Toni Carannante/Simon Coates-E7 winner & Joint leaders English Championship

Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson-E8 winner & Joint leaders English Championship

Dave Bennett/Alistair McNeil’s splendid run in their Corsa
in Somerset sees them leading fellow 1600cc runners
Barry Jordan/James Gratton-Smith (Hillman Avenger
BRM) and Bob Vardy/Simon Rogers (Fiesta) in E3, while
the driving forces in the 1400 Championship hold sway in
E2. The current top three are Ed Fossey/Chris SharpeSimkiss (Toyota Yaris), Tommi Meadows/Ian Oakey (Ford
Ka) and Rob & Michael Evett (MG ZR), while E1 is a ZR
closed-shop! Chris Hickman/Alex Stanbury, Sheldon
Furby/Carrie Rogers and Ian Wollacott/ Simon Stanbury
will all currently be dining out on their success but their and everyone else mentioned above! - joy will be
tempered by the knowledge that, with a maximum of 25
points on offer on each of the remaining seven rounds, in
the blink of an eye the look of the leaderboard could
change significantly!

So, after just the opening encounter, 62 crews have been
credited with points in the MAXXIS MSA English Rally
Championship and, unsurprisingly, Stephen Petch/
Michael Wilkinson were the highest-placed runners home
in their Fiesta WRC.
In their particular class (E8), the Fiestas of Callum
Black/Elliott Edmondson and Connor McCloskey are the
cars/crews they need to be most wary of, but it’s already
obvious that there are others with designs on the
silverware! Class E7 sees Toni Carannante/Simon Coates,
who took a class win and a Top Twenty finish on the event
itself in their Subaru Impreza STi, unopposed.
Whereas E6 includes many of the BTRDA Production Cup
front-runners. Pat Naylor/Ian Lawrence, Russ Thompson/
Andy Murphy and Richard Hill/Steffan Evans lead the
charge, but there are plenty more of these evenlyAshley Davies/Sam Fordham – Escort MkII - E5 Class winners
matched cars where they came from!
Ashley Davies/Sam Fordham rule the roost in Class E5 Next stop is the Carlisle Stages in June - bring it on!....
(over 2-litre) in their Escort, while E4 (up to 2-litre) sees a

CHAMPIONSHIP NEWS:
CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS – Competitors to check!
A full list of all the RAVENOL BTRDA Rally Series points
after the Somerset Stages can be found in the Competitor
section of www.btrdarally.com . Likewise, the MAXXIS
MSA English Rally Championship points after Round 1, the
Somerset Stages, can be found in the Competitor section
of www.englishrally.co.uk
The points from both competitions will become final on
Wednesday 26th April.

Thanks to the continuing support from
the organisers of Wales Rally GB and their
Road to Wales initiative, there is now a
super prize of a free entry in the 2017
Wales Rally GB National Rally on 27th– 29th October for
the winner of the 2017 MAXXIS MSA English Rally
Championship. (details to follow)

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Plains Rally – 13th May
The 51st Plains Rally is the next event in the 2017
RAVENOL BTRDA Rally Series which is based in Welshpool
MINTEX / QUESTMEAD BONUS SCHEME
and has the benefit of some of the best forest stages
The winners of the Mintex Awards on the Somerset anywhere in the UK. The organisers have planned a more
Stages, each of whom receive a FREE set of competition compact route with a full 45 stage miles in the classic Dyfi
brake pads from Questmead Ltd, are: forest complex. Regulations have been published and
Best improvement on Start No in Gold Star/Silver Star:
entries are now open. Checkout their new website at
Ed Fossey – Toyota Yaris (1400S)
www.plainsrally.co.uk for more information and the onBest improvement on Start No in 1400/Rally First:
line entry.
Ed Fossey – Toyota Yaris (1400S)
th
Steve or Alan Brown from Questmead can be found in the DMack Carlisle Stages - 10 June
Service Area at most events. To claim your reward, The Carlisle Stages is a round of both the RAVENOL
BTRDA Rally Series and the MAXXIS MSA English Rally
please contact them in advance on 01706 363939.
Championship. It will be based at H&H Auctions in Carlisle
CAMBRIAN RALLY NEWS! Competitors will be pleased to close to Jct 43 of the M6, and will cover 43 stage miles in
hear the positive news that the Cambrian Rally organisers the Kershope and Newcastleton forests, with a 15 mile
will now be able to offer a full entry fee refund, thanks to stage as a finale. These stages are only used on the
their pre-event arrangements with their insurers REIS. Carlisle Stages and with a small proportion of double
usage it should ensure the best possible road conditions.
You should be hearing from the event organisers shortly.
Entries open on 24th April.
The 2017 MAXXIS MSA ENGLISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
ON EVENT FUEL:
The MAXXIS MSA English Rally Championship was
relaunched at the Somerset Stages and is now open to all Vital Equipment are the recommended fuel supplier for
types of stage rally car. The 2017 Championship includes a the BTRDA Rally Series. They are at all the events and
selection of one day forest and asphalt events in England, provide a MSA compliant Super Unleaded fuel and a FIA
spec Carless turbo fuel. We strongly emphasise the
with the addition of a unique double header weekend in
convenience, safety and organisational benefits that using
Wales which gives competitors the choice to compete on
the Vital Equipment facility brings to competitors.
either or both the Nicky Grist Stages (Saturday) and the
Nicky Grist ‘Acropolis’ Rally (Sunday). The asphalt element Please note that on the Plains Rally, due to the layout and
of the calendar sees the three events grouped together in proximity of the stages, there is no Auxiliary Service and
fuel is only available via the Vital Equipment refuel facility
the middle of the year and includes the Dukeries Rally
or purchased at the fuel station at Mallwyd (NB - no super
which takes place within the confines of Donington Park
unleaded). To order your fuel please use the on-line
and provides an excellent opportunity for sponsors and
order facility listed in the Competitors section of the
spectators to see more of the action.
BTRDA Rally Series website.
NB: The MAXXIS MSA English Rally Championship
www.vitalequipment.co.uk/btrda-fuel-order-form-30registration is combined with the RAVENOL BTRDA Rally
w.asp
Series and includes membership of BTRDA which is an
The deadline for fuel orders for the Plains Rally is 5th May
invited club to all the events. More information at
www.englishrally.co.uk

RAVENOL BONUS
Part of the ongoing RAVENOL competitor support
package includes a £60 voucher for Ravenol Motorsport
engine and transmission oils and racing brake fluids for
every driver that registers for the 2017 RAVENOL BTRDA
Rally Series, up to and including the Somerset Stages. The
£60 RAVENOL e-voucher has (or will be) been sent direct
to driver after they have registered, and should be
redeemed via the RAVENOL on-line shop at www.ravenoldirect.uk
OIL ANALYSIS / ENGINE WEAR:
Our main BTRDA Rally Series sponsor RAVENOL UK have
teamed up with the leading oil condition monitoring
laboratory to provide a cost-effective oil and engine wear
analysis at a reduced price of just £20 (inc vat) for any
registered BTRDA Rally Series driver. Details can be found
at www.ravenol-direct.uk/oil-analysis.html
DECALS
Competitors are reminded that they must display the
BTRDA Rally Series decals on every qualifying event to be
eligible to score points in the RAVENOL BTRDA Rally
Series and the MAXXIS MSA English Rally Championship.
These include a sponsor panel on each side and a
championship screen strip. Decals are available from the
BTRDA desk at event signing on. NB: Not carrying a
screen strip will also exclude the competitor from any TV
coverage.

TV PROGRAMMES
There are ongoing changes with Motors TV >
motorsport.tv which are totally beyond our control which
have resulted in changes to their programme schedules.
We will publish further info on our BTRDA Rally Facebook
Page as soon as we know, but we confirm that the
programmes will be published on YouTube and be
available via the Video section of the BTRDA Rally website
as soon as possible.
SOCIAL MEDIA ! We are continuing to develop a new
BTRDA Rallying Facebook page which can be found at
https://www.facebook.com/BTRDARally/
This is a source of news, information, images etc. relating
to the Ravenol BTRDA Rally Series and the MAXXIS MSA
English Rally Championship.
ON EVENT PHOTOGRAPHY
The photographs in our Newsletters and on our websites
are courtesy of Ralliphotos Wales who will be attending
all the events. Contact - ralliphotoswales@yahoo.co.uk

CHAMPIONSHIP ON-EVENT TEAM
There have been some changes to the BTRDA team for 2017 with Gill Cotton, Tim Hobbs or Ian Arden now
representing BTRDA at the events. They will be assisted on occasion by Norman Robertson, Steve Gregg or Howard
Wilcock.

Gill Cotton:
gill@btrdarally.com
Mobile: 07980 810730

Tim Hobbs:
tim@btrdarally.com
Mobile: 07736 708657

Ian Arden:
ian@btrdarally.com
Mobile: 07917 355169

Dave Newton:
Email: daveynewton@msn.com
Tel: 01633 672494
Mobile: 07814 595132

Geoff Doe:
Email: geoff@doemotorsport.com
Tel: 01270 780356
Mobile: 07808 129663

CHAMPIONSHIP ELIGIBILITY SCRUTINEERS
John Cooper:
Email: jccmstech@gmail.com
Tel: 01208 863406
Mobile: 07702 240970

