
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

      
 

CHAMPIONSHIP NEWSLETTER No. 2 - 2019 
 

VISIT CONWY CAMBRIAN RALLY 
 
JORDAN ROAD SURFACING BTRDA GOLD STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP 
 
LAST IN - FIRST BACK!... 
 
Placing a late entry for the Visit Conwy Cambrian Rally, the opening round of the Jordan Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally 
Series, 2013 Gold Star® Rally Champions Euan Thorburn/ Paul Beaton started their current campaign in perfect fashion 
with victory in their Ford Focus WRC. Notwithstanding some niggles which included the lack of an intercom for a while 
and being forced to tackle one stage in road mode, they arrived back at the finish of the event in Llandudno 3.3s ahead 
of Charlie Payne/Carl Williamson’s Fiesta. Seven stages in the North Wales forests were on the agenda - Thorburn set 
FTD on five while Payne claimed the other two, and it’s perhaps worth noting that the eventual winners didn’t actually 
feature in the Top Ten times on SS6 at all, stopping the clocks fully 27s behind their rivals!....

 
Euan Thorburn/Paul Beaton 1st Overall 

So, that’s the Scotsmen and the Englishmen - the 
Irishmen in this instance, Niall Henry/ Damien Duffin, 
were 3rd in their Citroen DS3 R5 - a fitting end to the day, 
having achieved 3rd fastest times on all seven stages!  

 
Charlie Payne/Carl Williamson 2nd Overall 

Obviously, prior to the start, nobody had taken Pat 
Naylor/Ian Lawrence to one side to explain that their 
Group N Lancer EVO9 wasn’t supposed to be as quick as 
its B14 counterparts.... The Midlanders went on to open 

their account with 4th place overall on the day, one 
ahead of the B13 winners, Ian Bainbridge/Daniel May 
(Impreza). Former Asphalt Champion Steve Simpson 
(Fiesta), with Mark Glennerster running the office, 
maintained a highly respectable pace to take 7th, just 
missing out on a Top Six finish by a handful of seconds. 

 
Niall Henry/Damien Duffin 3rd Overall 

Among the other Fiesta crews whose seasons have 
started off on the wrong foot (wheel?...), 2017 Gold Star 
Champions Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson were in 
trouble right from the off and threw the towel in after 
the second stage when their car’s rear diff. packed the 
fiddle. Brian Bell/Paul Spooner got up close and 
personal with a ditch on the first run through Alwen, 
while Sam Bilham’s first BTRDA Series event in an R5 car 
also ended prematurely when it lost all its water on the 
same stage. 

With all due respect to Messrs Bainbridge and May, 
anyone putting a couple of quid on the B13 result prior 
to the start of the Cambrian probably lost out as two of 
the front-runners hit trouble - Ian Joel/Graeme Wood 
literally, as their Escort Cosworth ended up in a culvert 
on SS2 while the Lancer EVO9 of Matthew Hirst/Declan 



 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

      
 

Dear went out with a failed alternator on the opening 
stage. Concentrating on those who did make it back to 
Llandudno, Richard Hill’s Impreza and the Lancer EVO9s 
of Richard Sykes/Simon Taylor and Petr Krizan/Lukas 
Sintal finished line astern with less than 40s between 
the three of them.      

A trip up to the Lake District next for the Malcolm Wilson 
Rally - while the weather got the better of it last year, 
the records show that Euan Thorburn has won it twice 
to Charlie Payne’s once. Stephen Petch, meanwhile, 
registered DNFs in both 2016 & 2017 but achieved 4th 
place in 2015 which was also the most recent of 
Thorburn’s victories..... 

BTRDA PRODUCTION CUP 

LET BATTLE (RE)COMMENCE! 

The BTRDA Production Cup® Champions for the past 
two years - Russ Thompson/Andy Murphy (2018) and 
Pat Naylor/Ian Lawrence (2017) - lined up at the start of 
the Cambrian in their respective Lancer EVO9s to renew 
the rivalry that has produced some amazingly close 
finishes in recent times, and joining them this season is 
a third Lancer in the hands of Scott Faulkner/Gareth 
Parry. 

 
Paddy Naylor/Ian Lawrence 1st Production Cup 

So, seven stages - Thompson stopped the clock half a 
second quicker than Naylor on the opener, while the 
roles were reversed on the next two. The defending 
champion came out on top on SS4, while Naylor 
regained the bragging rights for the final three stages. 
Faulkner’s pace increased as the day progressed, 
actually finishing between the former champions on the 
second run through Clocaenog.    

Zak Hughes/Tom Wood opened their MRF Fiesta ST 
Trophy account with a win, with Bobby 
Mitchell/Shannon Turnbull and Will Corry/Brynmor 

Pierce occupying the other podium spots on this 
occasion. It’s early days yet but, as we’ve seen in the 
past, where the Production Cup is concerned, reliability 
can serve to put a two-wheel drive car in amongst its 
four-wheel drive counterparts. Let’s wait and see what 
happens this year.... 

 
Zak Hugjes/Tom Wood 1st MRF Fiesta ST Trophy 

BTRDA SILVER STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP 

BY GEORGE - HE’S CARRYING ON WHERE HE LEFT OFF!.... 

Having forsaken their multiple 2018 category-winning 
R2 Fiesta, defending Jordan Road Surfacing BTRDA Silver 
Star® Champions George Lepley/Arwel Jenkins arrived 
in Llandudno with Barry Jordan’s Historic spec. Hillman 
Avenger. Less power, a retrograde step, maybe? Don’t 
even go there!.... 13th overall, first two-wheel drive, a 
class win (obviously!), first Historic etc etc. If this carries 
on, they’ll have to fit an extra shelf in the service barge 
for ‘Trophies’!.... 

 
George Lepley/Arwel Jenkins 1st Silver Star & Hisroric 



 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

      
 

 
Damian Pratts/Jonny Tad Evans 1st B12 & 2nd Silver Star 

In Silver Star terms, the winners’ nearest rivals were 
Damian Pratts/Jonny Tad Evans whose Escort finished 
narrowly ahead of Hugh Hunter/Rob Fagg’s hired 
Historic MkII, with Owen McMackin/Lee Taylor also 
making their presence felt. Unfortunately, Andy 
Davison/Tom Murphy’s return in their Talbot Sunbeam 
VXR came to an end on SS3.  

 
Hugh Hunter/Rob Fagg 1st H3 & 3rd Silver Star 

Lepley and Hunter are joined at the top of the BTRDA 
Historic Cup table by the Escort RS1600 of David 
Gathercole, with Tom Llewellin’s Escort a mere one 
point adrift. However, a couple of high-profile 
absentees from the finish ramp were Barry Jordan/Paul 
Wakely whose own Avenger went off on SS2 and Tom 
Coughtrie/Ian Fraser who were left to contemplate the 
long trip back home to Scotland after retiring their 
Mitsubishi Galant VR4 in service.  

BTRDA RALLYE R2 CUP 

GARDENER LEAVES WITH A CLEAN SWEEP!... 

As the BTRDA Rallye R2 Cup enters its second season, 
Ludlow crew Perry Gardener/ Keaton Williams have 
picked up the baton passed on by George Lepley and put 
their own Fiesta at the top of the table after the opening 

encounter. Ed Fossey/Will Rutherford-Child’s trip across 
from Jersey netted them 2nd place in their Peugeot 208, 
just ten seconds behind the winners, with Tommi 
Meadows/Emma Morrison in another Fiesta 3rd. 

 
Perry Gardener/Keaton Williams 1st R2 Cup 

2018 Fiesta ST Champions James Giddings/Sion 
Cunniff’s move across to the R2 Cup was rewarded with 
4th place, with the similar cars of Ross Leach/Hannah 
McKillop and Richard Wells/Calvin Houldsworth 
completing the Top Six.   

Ten eligible cars started the Cambrian and, although it’ll 
be of no comfort to Taylor Gibb/ Jane Nicol whose Fiesta 
was withdrawn due to a fuel leak, nine of them were 
classified as finishers. 

FUCHS LUBRICANTS BTRDA 1400 CHAMPIONSHIP 

NEW YEAR - OLD RIVALRY!... 

As the first full season since Motorsport UK relaxed the 
rules in respect of running orders on events began, all 
eyes were on the Fuchs Lubricants BTRDA 1400 
Championship to see what - if any - difference it had 
made. Thirteen drivers scored points on the opening 
round, as opposed to eight this time last year - so, from 
small acorns etc....  

  
Chris Powell/Jim Lewis 1st 1400 



 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

      
 

2018 runners-up Chris Powell/Jim Lewis (Talbot 
Sunbeam) just managed to hold off the attentions of 
defending champions Dave & Toby Brick in their Corsa - 
a mere 7s separated first from second as crews - now 
restored to their rightful place at the front of the field - 
arrived back at the finish. Third place went to the Suzuki 
Swift of Steve Black/Paul Morris, ahead of Pete 
Gorst/Phil King’s Nova. Noel Lappin’s Escort was next 
and, making the step up to the full-blown 1400 
Championship, 2016 BTRDA Rally First® Champions 
Dominic Hodge/Stefan Arndt finished 6th in their Micra. 
Brothers Mat &  Dan Evans’ Peugeot 205 and Jayne 
Auden-Row/Chris Row (MG ZR) helped see to it that the 
first eight places in the points table were all occupied by 
different makes of car!... 
 

 
Joseph Keen 1st Rally First 

Meanwhile, Joseph Keen’s successful negotiation of 
some of the North Wales forests in his MG ZR sees him 
leading the BTRDA Rally First Championship at this early 
stage.  

BTRDA JUNIOR AWARDS 

POCKET MONEY! 

As previously announced, 2019 is the 40th anniversary of 
the creation of Tynemouth Computer Services and its 
involvement with the BTRDA Rally Series. To help mark 
this milestone, founder Martin Liddle is giving cash 
awards to the top three Junior Drivers & Co-drivers on 
each round of this year’s Championship. 

So, following the Cambrian, ‘thank you’ letters will be 
required from drivers George Lepley, Zak Hughes and Ed 
Fossey and co-drivers Keaton Williams, Shannon 
Turnbull and Gareth Parry!... 

Well done to each of you - but don’t spend it all at 
once!....

All photos courtesy of  Kevin Money and Malcom Almond, Jordan Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series official 
photographers  

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS:  Competitors to check!  
A full list of all the JORDAN Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series points after the Visit Conwy Cambrian Rally can be 
found in the Competitor section of www.btrdarally.com   These points will become final on Monday 4th March 

MINTEX / QUESTMEAD BONUS SCHEME  
The winners of the Mintex Awards on the Cambrian Rally, each of whom receive a FREE set of competition brake pads 
from Questmead Ltd, are: -  
Improvement on Start No:  1400’s/Rally First:   David Gathercole - Ford Escort RS1600 (Class H1/2)   
Improvement on Start No:  Gold Star/Silver Star:   Tom Llewellin - Ford Escort Mk2 (Class H3)     
Steve or Alan Brown from Questmead can be found in the Service Area at most events but to claim your reward, 
please contact them in advance on 01706 363939. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: 

MALCOLM WILSON Rally – 9th MARCH  
The Malcolm Wilson Rally is Round 2 of the 20198 JORDAN Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series and Round 1 of the MAXXIS 
Tyres Motorsport UK 2019 English Championship. For more info about the English Rally Championship please see the 
item below….  
The Malcolm Wilson Rally includes such iconic stages as Comb, Hobcarton, Grizedale and Greystoke. The event is based 
in the friendly town of Cockermouth where scrutineering will take place on the Main Street. The event will start in the 
nearby M-Sport complex and the finish will be, as last year, within a few metres of Jct 40 of the M6 to help speed your 



 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

      
 

journey home on Saturday evening.   So, if you have not already done so, please submit your entries a.s.a.p. for this great 
event.  Regulations and online entries can be found at www.malcolmwilson.co.uk 

RALLYNUTS STAGES RALLY – 13th APRIL 
Round 3 of the JORDAN Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series is the Rallynuts Stages which this year has a dynamic new 
route featuring stages in the Coed Sarnau complex which has not been used since the 1990s plus the opportunity to 
compete on the excellent stages in Hafren made famous by Wales Rally GB.  www.rallynutsrally.co.uk 

CORBEAU SEATS TENDRING & CLACTON RALLY – 28th APRIL 
The closed road asphalt stage rally which was such a success last year, is Round 2 of the MAXXIS Tyres Motorsport UK 
English Rally Championship.  For 2019 there are 5 stages each used 3 times within a compact road route based at the 
sea front at Clacton.  http://corbeauseatsrally.co.uk 

MAXXIS Tyres Motorsport UK 2019 ENGLISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP  
For the 2019 MAXXIS English Rally Championship the calendar includes seven of the best Nat B ‘English’ based stage 
rallies.  Best 5 scores to count. The Championship is open to all cars that comply with Motorsport UK Safety and Technical 
Regulations.  

  Event Date Location 
Malcolm Wilson Rally 9th March Lake District 
Tendring Clacton Rally  28th April Clacton, Essex 
Plains Rally  11th May Oswestry 
Tyneside Stages 4th August Otterburn  
Woodpecker Stages  31st August Shropshire 
Trackrod Forest Rally 28th September North Yorkshire 
Wyedean Stages Rally  9th November Forest of Dean 

 
The Championship will be split into 7 championship classes with the scoring system reflecting achievement against other 
competitors in the same class.  
• Class E7 - All WRC with a sequential gearbox, RRC, R5 and S2000 cars & all derivatives 
• Class E6 - Over 2000cc 4WD cars not eligible for class E7 
• Class E5 - Over 2000cc 2WD cars including all FIA R3T cars 
• Class E4 - Over 1600cc up to 2000cc plus Historic category 3 cars with multi cam engines over 1600cc, category 4a 

cars over 1600cc and 4b cars up to 1600cc 
• Class E3 - Cars over 1400cc up to 1600cc plus current & former FIA Group N3 cars and all FIA R2 cars.  
• Class E2 - Cars up to 1400cc not eligible for Class E1, plus Historic category 1 & 2, category 3 with single cam engines 

and category 4a up to 1600cc 
• Class E1 - All BTRDA Rally First cars.  
All forced induction engines (except Diesel engines) are subject to an additional capacity coefficient of 1.7:1 (except 
when FIA Appendix J, Art 260 applies).   
NB:  The MAXXIS Tyres Motorsport UK 2019 English Rally Championship registration is part of the 2019 BTRDA Rally 
Series and BTRDA membership package. More information about the English Rally Championship can be found at 
www.englishrally.co.uk 

ON EVENT FUEL:   
Vital Equipment are the recommended fuel supplier for the BTRDA Rally Series and will be providing a re-fuel service at 
all the events. They supply both a Motorsport UK compliant Super Unleaded fuel and a FIA spec Carless turbo fuel. We 
strongly emphasise the convenience, safety and organisational benefits that using the Vital Equipment facility brings to 
competitors.   
To order your fuel please use the on-line order facility listed in the Competitors section of the BTRDA Rally Series website.  
www.vitalequipment.co.uk/btrda-fuel-order-form-30-w.asp 



 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

      
 

 
DECALS:    
Competitors are reminded that they must display the BTRDA Rally Series decals on every qualifying event to be eligible 
to score points in the JORDAN Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series and the MAXXIS MSA English Rally Championship.  
These include a sponsor panel on each side of the car and a championship screen strip which must be displayed on the 
windscreen, not on the roof.  Decals are available from the BTRDA desk at event signing on.  NB: Not carrying a screen 
strip may also exclude the car from any film coverage. Co-drivers with non-registered drivers must carry 2 x BTRDA club 
decals on the car.  

LIVE RESULTS:    
All events in the BTRDA Rally Series use the excellent Tynemouth Computer Services (TCS) to provide live event results. 
This is the most comprehensive and detailed results system currently operating and enables competitors, supporters 
and spectators to follow events via the live online web results service. 

SPECIAL STAGE filming:  
The popular coverage of the JORDAN Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series by ‘Special Stage’ from all rounds of the 
championship will be shared on various platforms including Frontrunner TV and our BTRDA Rally Facebook page and 
BTRDA Rally Series website.    
The coverage will try to include all categories / classes where it is practical to do so, in order to tell the story of the event 
and some of the online coverage will be split into shorter packages and released separately.   
In order to help Special Stage produce more informed programmes we encourage competitors to send information 
about their exploits to Special Stage ASAP after each event. This should be done online via the driver info page 
at   www.specialstage.co.uk/driver-info 

CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM  
Ian Arden is the Competitor Liaison Officer and will be out on each round of the Championship supported by other 
members of the BTRDA Rally Committee. Norman and Howard will be out on selected events along with Andrew Hail. 
Below is the current list of BTRDA attendees at events, although this is subject to change: 

Event BTRDA Rep BTRDA Rep BTRDA Rep Eligibility Scrutineer 
Cambrian Ian Arden Norman Robertson Neil Cross Geoff Doe 
Malcolm Wilson Ian Arden Andrew Haill  Howard Corbally 
Rallynuts Ian Arden Andrew Haill  Geoff Doe 
Plains Ian Arden Norman Robertson  Andrew Farrington 
Nicky Grist Stages Ian Arden Andrew Haill  Geoff Doe 
Woodpecker Ian Arden Howard Wilcock  Geoff Doe 
Trackrod Ian Arden Howard Wilcock  John Cooper 

Other committee members will be out on selected events supporting the above 

Ian Arden:      Email: ian@btrdarally.com            Mob: 07917 355169 
Neil Cross:  Email: trec1.nec@btinternet.com Mob: 07767 773862 
Norman Robertson: Email: norman@btrdarally.com 
Howard Wilcock: Email: howard@btrdarally.com 

CHAMPIONSHIP ELIGIBILITY SCRUTINEERS 
John Cooper:    Email: jccmstech@gmail.com      Tel: 01208 863406 Mob: 07702 240970  
Geoff Doe:   Email: geoff@doemotorsport.com     Tel: 01270 780356 Mob: 07808 129663  
Andrew Farrington: Email: andrew.farrington@hotmail.co.uk Tel:    Mob:  
 

 


