CHAMPIONSHIP NEWSLETTER No. 3 - 2019
MALCOLM WILSON RALLY
JORDAN ROAD SURFACING BTRDA GOLD STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP
COMPREHENSIVELY BEATON!...
At least, that’s what a glance at the Jordan Road Surfacing Gold Star® Championship Co-drivers’ points table tells us about
Paul Beaton after Round 2, the Malcolm Wilson Rally! Far be it from us to underestimate the part that his driver, Euan
Thorburn, played in this little melodrama but, combining their individual skills, the Scots crew has come out on top of the
pack twice in a row now, leaving the opposition with plenty to think about. There’s still time for things to change but
those with designs on this year’s Gold Star title need to get their collective acts together fairly sharpish!...
Parry were 5th in their Group N Lancer while, having failed
to finish the Cambrian, Sam Bilham, who was accompanied
by Patrick Walsh on this occasion, showed that he is
beginning to master his Fiesta R5, with a fine 6th overall.
Charlie Payne/Carl Williamson had one of those days - their
Fiesta was unable to live with Thorburn’s Focus and was
down in 6th place after five stages. They then lost 4½
minutes to the Scot in Grizedale but, having got the bit
between their teeth once again, set 2nd fastest time through
Broughton Moor and then FTD on the second run through
Greystoke to just scrape into the Top Ten by the finish.

Euan Thorburn/Paul Beaton 1st Overall

Although the weather in the Lake District was considerably
better than this time last year, when the event was canned
following the arrival of the ‘Beast from the East’,
competitors were still faced with challenging conditions as
they tackled the eight stages on offer. Joining
Thorburn/Beaton in making a return to the BTRDA Series,
Connor McCloskey set FTD on the opener in his Fiesta but,
unfortunately for the Irishman, the onslaught was not to
last much longer.

Of the other B14 crews, Stephen Petch/Michael Wilkinson’s
day ended in a ditch in Comb - their second consecutive
DNF - and Steve Simpson’s Fiesta succumbed to steering
rack failure with one stage to go.
Behind the Joel/Wood, Hill/Evans & Krizan/Sintal Class B13
steamroller, the Lancer EVO9s of Alun Pearson/Ian Jones
and Richard Sykes both made the most of their day in the
Lakes, recording 8th & 9th place finishes respectively. On the
other side of the coin, however, Ian Bainbridge/Daniel May
(Impreza) and Matthew Hirst/Declan Dear (Lancer EVO9)
both retired, the latter getting no further than the opening
stage of the day.

After SS2, Comb, the lead passed to Ian Joel/Graeme Wood
whose Escort Cosworth clung on to it for the next four
stages but, historically, Thorburn always flies through
Grizedale - and this year was no exception! He took over a
minute out of the erstwhile leaders to claim the spot for
himself and, more importantly, held on to it until close of
play. Even so, Joel/Wood’s runners-up spot is the best
result they’ve had on a BTRDA round since the Dukeries
Rally in 2006!...
Richard Hill/Steffan Evans (Impreza) took the final podium
place, having pinched it from Petr Krizan/Lukas Sintal
(Lancer EVO9) on the final stage. Scott Faulkner/Gareth
Richard Hill/Steffan Evans – 3rd overall

BTRDA PRODUCTION CUP®

BTRDA SILVER STAR® CHAMPIONSHIP

GREAT SCOTT!...

THE NEW AVENGER!....

Scott Faulkner/Gareth Parry’s 5th overall in their Lancer
EVO9 on the Malcolm Wilson Rally gave them maximum
points in the BTRDA Production Cup® and moved them to
the top of the table, deposing Pat Naylor/Ian Lawrence
whose own Lancer slipped off into the trees and into
retirement on the second stage. Once recovered,
however, it was driven out virtually undamaged....

George Lepley’s quest for a second consecutive Jordan Road
Surfacing BTRDA Silver Star® Championship title took
another major step forward in the Lake District as he guided
Baz Jordan’s Hillman Avenger to 11th overall and 1st twowheel drive car home, winning his class by 3½ minutes!
In Silver Star terms, George’s main opposition came from the
aforementioned Zak Hughes (Fiesta ST) and the Talbot
Sunbeam VXR of Andy Davison/Tom Murphy - by the end of
the day there was just over a minute separating the three of
them.
It wasn’t a good day to be in an Escort - those of Owen
McMackin/Lee Taylor (rolled - SS1), Damian Pratts/Jonny Tad
Evans (likewise - SS3), Steve Hopewell/Clive Jones (stopped SS3) and Allan McDowall/Gavin Heseltine (propshaft - SS5) all
serving to bolster the ‘Retirements’ list...

Scott Faulkner/Gareth Parry – 1st Production Cup

Naylor/Lawrence had been one second slower than Russ
Thompson/Andy Murphy on the stage they did complete,
but the latter crew would suffer problems of their own as
the day wore on. A double puncture in Grizedale - and
only one spare - resulted in a maximum as they struggled
to get the car out of the stage. However, they succeeded
and were then able to continue through to the finish their overall classification is immaterial but the class and
Production Cup points could prove to be very useful later
on!

Behind Lepley in the BTRDA Historic Cup, David Gathercole’s
Escort RS1600 did enough to maintain joint leadership with
the flying Avenger, while new recruits Steve Ward/Mike
Crawford opened their account in an Escort MkII.
Tom Coughtrie’s woes continued - the 2018 Class H4
winner’s Mitsubishi Galant VR4’s clutch gets very hot on
anything other than a very short stage, leading to DNFs on
both BTRDA rounds so far this year...

Zak Hughes/Tom Wood were victorious in the MRF Fiesta
ST Trophy - their second consecutive maximum extending
their lead at the top of the table. Steven Ormond-Smith
was a distant second on the day, while the other
contenders came, saw but failed to conquer!

George Lepley - 1st Silver Star and Historic Cup

All photos courtesy of Kevin Money and Malcom Allmond,
Jordan Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series official
photographers

Zak Hughes/Tom Wood- 1st Fiesta ST

BTRDA RALLYE R2 CUP
FORDS POPULAR!...
Fiestas are definitely the ‘car of choice’ for the BTRDA
Rallye R2 Cup - nine took the start in Cumbria and, from
them, Tony Simpson/Ian Bevan’s example came out in
front. Perry Gardener/Keaton Williams were next and this
result, added to their maximum on the Cambrian, keeps
them in the lead of the Series at this stage.
2018 ST Trophy winner James Giddings was 3rd, with
Tommi Meadows/Emma Morrison continuing their
successful transition from the 1400s taking 4th. Mat & Tim
Tordoff, another of last year’s Fiesta ST crews to change
allegiance, were 5th, with Ross Leach/Hannah McKillop
being the sixth crew to take their second score of the
season.
Three R2 Cup crews weren’t classified as finishers - Taylor
Gibb/Jane Nicol broke a driveshaft, Richard Wells/Calvin
Houldsworth flirted with a ditch on the first run through
Greystoke and lived to regret it and Connor Tolson also
stopped, but after the stage, rather than in it....
FUCHS LUBRICANTS BTRDA 1400® CHAMPIONSHIP
RESPOTTED BLACK IN THE FRAME!...
Having been a thorn in Stephen Petch’s side throughout
the battle for the 2017 Gold Star title, Callum Black has
returned, this time to contest the Fuchs Lubricants BTRDA
1400 Championship in an MG ZR and, if his result in
Cumbria is anything to go by, the opposition had better sit
up and take notice! Callum and Michael Gilbey were 15th
overall, half-a-minute and five places in front of the Talbot
Sunbeam of Chris Powell/Jim Lewis, with Steve Black/ Paul
Morris (Suzuki Swift) 3rd on the day.

Richard Jordan/James Gratton-Smith (Corsa), Noel
Lappin/Will Atkins (Escort) and Dominic Hodge/Stefan
Arndt (Micra) completed the Top Six and those paying
attention will have noted that they’re all in different makes
of car!
Similarly in Class 1400C, following the adjustment of some
timing errors, Mat & Dan Evans showed the others the way
home in their Peugeot 205 - the ‘others’ in this instance
being Richard Garnett/Rob Gilham (Micra) and Alex
Holliday/Jane Wright (Ka).
Meanwhile, the attempts of Sam & Liam Johnson (Seat
Arosa), Wesley Gilford/Mark Townson (Fiesta ST) and
Andrew Wheatley (Ford Puma) to move their BTRDA Rally
First® Championship aspirations forward all came to nought
at various points during the day!
TCS BTRDA JUNIOR AWARDS
CASH FOR QUESTIONS? NO - IT’S THE RESULTS THAT
COUNT!...
The Tynemouth Computer Services’ Junior cash awards,
based on their performances on the Malcolm Wilson Rally,
were claimed by...
DRIVERS : George Lepley / Zak Hughes / Sam Bilham
CO-DRIVERS : Tom Murphy /Gareth Parry /Keaton Williams
Congratulations to all - and thank you, once again, Martin
Liddle...

Sam Bilham – Junior Driver Award winner

Chris Powell/Jim Lewis-2nd 1400 & current leasder of the 1400 championship

BTRDA Historic Cup prize
George Lepley’s remarkable result on the Malcolm Wilson
Rally, highlighted elsewhere in this Newsletter, also won
him the £500 prize for the highest placed Historic Cup
driver once again.

MAXXIS MOTORSPORT UK ENGLISH RALLY
CHAMPIONSHIP
AND THEY’RE OFF!...
Having been thwarted with its anticipated launch on the
Malcolm Wilson Rally last year, the MAXXIS Motorsport
UK English Rally Championship had no such bothers this
time and, as is usual after the first round, the class-based
series has multiple joint leaders. Take a bow.... Euan
Thorburn, Ian Joel, George Lepley, Zak Hughes and Andy
Davison. Then, just behind them and 6th equal, we find
Richard Hill, Sam Bilham, Callum Black, Tony Simpson
and Tim Phelps in his Ford Escort MkII.

Ian Joel/Graeme Wood – 2nd overall and defending ERC winners

CHAMPIONSHIP POINTS: Competitors to check!
A full list of all the JORDAN Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series points after the Malcolm Wilson Rally can be found in the
Competitor section of www.btrdarally.com Likewise the points for the MAXXIS Motorsport UK 2019 English Rally
Championship can be viewed in the Competitor section of www.englishrally.co.uk
These points will become final on Saturday 23rd March.
MINTEX / QUESTMEAD BONUS SCHEME
The winners of the Mintex Awards on the Malcolm Wilson Rally, each of whom receive a FREE set of competition brake
pads from Questmead Ltd, are: Improvement on Start No: 1400’s/Rally First: Richard Jordan – Vauxhall Corsa (Class 1400S)
Improvement on Start No: Gold Star/Silver Star: Rob Wright - Ford Escort Mk2 (Class B11)
Steve or Alan Brown from Questmead can be found in the Service Area at most events but to claim your reward, please
contact them in advance on 01706 363939.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS:
RALLYNUTS STAGES RALLY – 13th APRIL
Round 3 of the JORDAN Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series is the Rallynuts Stages which this year has a dynamic new route
featuring forest stages in the Sarnau complex which has not been used since the 1990s, plus the opportunity to compete
on the excellent stages in Hafren made famous by Wales Rally GB.
Please go to www.rallynutsrally.co.uk for more info and on-line entries.
CORBEAU SEATS TENDRING & CLACTON RALLY – 28th APRIL
This closed road asphalt stage rally, which was such a success last year, is Round 2 of the MAXXIS Tyres Motorsport UK
English Rally Championship. For 2019 there are 5 stages each used 3 times within a compact road route based at the sea
front at Clacton. http://corbeauseatsrally.co.uk
MAXXIS Tyres Motorsport UK 2019 ENGLISH RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP
For the 2019 MAXXIS English Rally Championship the calendar includes seven of the best Nat B ‘English’ based stage
rallies. Best 5 scores to count. The Championship is open to all cars that comply with Motorsport UK Safety and Technical
Regulations.
Event
Date
Location
th
Malcolm Wilson Rally
9 March
Lake District
th
Tendring Clacton Rally
28 April
Clacton, Essex
th
Plains Rally
11 May
Oswestry
th
Tyneside Stages
4 August
Otterburn
st
Woodpecker Stages
31 August
Shropshire
th
Trackrod Forest Rally
28 September
North Yorkshire
th
Wyedean Stages Rally
9 November
Forest of Dean

The Championship is split into 7 championship classes with the scoring system reflecting achievement against other
registered competitors in the same class and the level of Championship competition in that class. This format has provided
an eclectic mix of past English Rally champions who have all been outstanding in their respective class.
NB: The English Rally Championship registration is part of the 2019 BTRDA Rally Series and BTRDA membership package.
More information about the English Rally Championship can be found at www.englishrally.co.uk
ON EVENT FUEL: Vital Equipment are the recommended fuel supplier for the BTRDA Rally Series and will be providing a refuel service at all the events. They supply both a Motorsport UK compliant Super Unleaded fuel and a FIA spec Carless
turbo fuel. We strongly emphasise the convenience, safety and organisational benefits that using the Vital Equipment
facility brings to competitors.
To order your fuel please use the on-line order facility listed in the Competitors section of the BTRDA Rally Series website.
www.vitalequipment.co.uk/btrda-fuel-order-form-30-w.asp
DECALS: Competitors are reminded that they must display the BTRDA Rally Series decals on every qualifying event to be
eligible to score points in the JORDAN Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series and the MAXXIS Motorsport UK 2019 English Rally
Championship. These include a sponsor panel on each side of the car and a championship screen strip which must be
displayed on the windscreen, not on the roof. Decals are available from the BTRDA desk at event signing on. NB: Not
carrying a screen strip will also exclude the car from any film coverage. Co-drivers with non-registered drivers must carry 2
x BTRDA club decals on the car.
LIVE RESULTS: All events in the BTRDA Rally Series use the excellent Tynemouth Computer Services (TCS) to provide live
event results. This is the most comprehensive and detailed results system currently operating and enables competitors,
supporters and spectators to follow events via the live online web results service.
SPECIAL STAGE filming:
The popular coverage of the JORDAN Road Surfacing BTRDA Rally Series by ‘Special Stage’ from all rounds of the
championship will be shared on various platforms including Frontrunner TV and our BTRDA Rally Facebook page and
BTRDA Rally Series website. Previous BTRDA Rally Series videos can be found in the Video section of the website.

The coverage will try to include all categories / classes where it is practical to do so, in order to tell the story of
the event and some of the online coverage will be split into shorter packages and released separately.
In order to help Special Stage to produce more informed programmes we encourage competitors to send information
about their exploits to Special Stage ASAP after each event. This should be done online via the driver info page at
www.specialstage.co.uk/driver-info
CHAMPIONSHIP TEAM
Ian Arden is the Competitor Liaison Officer and will be out on each round of the Championship supported by other members
of the BTRDA Rally Committee. Norman and Howard will be out on selected events along with Andrew Hail. Below is the
current list of BTRDA attendees at events, although this is subject to change:
Event
BTRDA Rep
BTRDA Rep
Eligibility Scrutineer
Rallynuts
Ian Arden
Andrew Haill
Geoff Doe
Plains
Ian Arden
Norman Robertson
Andrew Farrington
Nicky Grist Stages
Ian Arden
Andrew Haill
Geoff Doe
Woodpecker
Ian Arden
Howard Wilcock
Geoff Doe
Trackrod
Ian Arden
Howard Wilcock
John Cooper
Ian Arden:
Email: ian@btrdarally.com
Mob: 07917 355169
Neil Cross:
Email: trec1.nec@btinternet.com
Mob: 07767 773862
Norman Robertson:
Email: norman@btrdarally.com
Howard Wilcock:
Email: howard@btrdarally.com
CHAMPIONSHIP ELIGIBILITY SCRUTINEERS
John Cooper:
Email: jccmstech@gmail.com
Tel: 01208 863406
Mob: 07702 240970
Geoff Doe:
Email: geoff@doemotorsport.com
Tel: 01270 780356
Mob: 07808 129663
Andrew Farrington:
Email: andrew.farrington@hotmail.co.uk
Tel:
Mob:

